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A special thanks to the U.S. Census Bureau, the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA), and various Bureaus of Vital Statistics for preserving
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THE LOTT FAMILY



INTRODUCTION

The story of our family is one of resilience, determination, and enduring love.
Spanning from the mid-1800s to the present day, this book traces the lives of our
ancestors—individuals who faced hardships, embraced opportunities, and built the
foundation upon which we stand today. Through their struggles and triumphs, they
forged a legacy that continues to shape our lives and those of future generations.

From the early days of our family’s journey, through times of war, economic
hardship, and societal change, our ancestors displayed unwavering strength and
perseverance. They labored to provide for their families, nurtured deep-rooted
traditions, and passed down values that remain central to our identity. Some braved
new frontiers, seeking better lives in distant places, while others remained steadfast,
preserving the homes and communities that have held generations together.

This book is more than a collection of names and dates; it is a tapestry of stories,
memories, and connections that bind us as a family. It reveals the bonds that have
stood the test of time, the lessons learned through the decades, and the profound
love that continues to unite us. As you turn these pages, may you gain a deeper
appreciation for where we come from, the sacrifices made by those before us, and
the rich heritage we carry forward.

I used a number of sources to gather the data and information for this book such as
the U.S. Census Bureau, the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA),
various Bureaus of Vital Statistics, the Social Security Administration, Ancestry and
FamilySearch. While these agencies proved lots of good information, there were still
quite a few records that we not entirely accurate, especially those that came from the
U.S. Census Bureau. I had to rely heavily on the census because unfortunately there
were not many other resources available especially in the 1800’s to the mid 1900’s for
African Americans in rural southern states. I primarily used the census (when they
could be found) and then cross referenced that information with other sources.

A WORD ABOUT GENERATIONS

For the purposes of this book, I will be highlighting seven generations. In truth, when I
look at Jeff and Harriet Lott who would be my great- great grandparents, there would be
eight generations. However, because the main software that I am using to complete this
book, which prints out reports, only includes seven generations in their reports, I will only
be going back as far as Robert Lott, born 1858, to begin counting the generations. I write
about Jeff and Harriet in the “Prequal” chapter of this book. I will be referencing
generations and for the purposes of this book and just want to highlight where the first
through the seventh generations begin and end.



Introduction continued

For Example:

-First Generation would be Robert Lott (1858)

-Second Generation would be Milton Lott

-Third Generation would be Joddie Lott

-Fourth Generation would be Myself

-Fifth Generation would be My child

-Sixth Generation would be my grandchildren
-Seventh Generation would be my great-grandchildren

TIMELINES AND OTHER INFORMATION IN THIS BOOK

I will only be documenting information in the Timeline format for my Great-Great
Grandparents (Jeff and Harriet), my Great Grandparents (Robert and Lillie) and their
children. The remainder of the book and any future updates will list just the names of
their descendants and if the descendant is deceased then their dates of birth and
death will be noted.

I have lots of additional documents for quite a few of Robert’s descendants (third
generation on) such as military records, news articles, marriage and death certificates
etc. however it is logged in my private Ancestry account. When and if you join
Ancestry and request access, I will be happy to let you view the family tree. All life
event dates such as dates of birth etc. are viewable only to myself.

A NOTE ABOUT CENSUS RECORDS

Census records in Mississippi’s rural and surrounding areas from 1800 to 1910 were
often incomplete and inconsistent, particularly for African American families. While
they provide valuable historical information, they were subject to errors due to
various social, logistical, and systemic barriers.

Accuracy of Census Records in Rural Mississippi

 Inconsistencies in Age Reporting: Many individuals, especially formerly enslaved
African Americans, did not know their exact birth year, leading to estimates that
varied across different census years.

» Misspelled or Phonetically Recorded Names: Census takers often spelled names
based on how they heard them, leading to inconsistencies in spelling from decade
to decade.

e Missing or Underreported Households: Enumerators sometimes skipped homes,
particularly in isolated rural areas.

e Delayed or Incomplete Reporting: Because census takers had to travel long
distances to record information, some records were collected late or not at all.



Introduction continued

These are some of the ways that I used the census when there appeared to
be inaccuracies:
 Cross-referenced multiple census years to track family patterns.
* Look at neighbors' names — families in rural communities often lived
close together for generations.
e Itried to find other records (such as church records, or family Bibles) to
verify information.
e I Was open to variant spellings of names when searching records.

A NOTE ABOUT BIRTH RECORDS

Between 1850 and 1910, birth records in Mississippi, especially for African
Americans, were often inconsistent and informal due to systemic racial
discrimination and a lack of standardized record-keeping. Here’s how
births were typically recorded during this time:

Before 1912: Limited Official Birth Records

» Mississippi did not have a formal statewide system for recording births
until 1912. Before that, birth records were primarily kept at the local
level by families, churches, midwives, and sometimes county clerks.

e For enslaved African Americans before 1865, births were often
recorded in plantation records or slave registers, but these records
typically listed people as property rather than as individuals.

e After emancipation, Black families often relied on oral traditions, family
Bibles, and church baptismal records to document births.

Role of Midwives in Recording Births

e Midwives played a crucial role in birth registration, especially for African
Americans in rural areas where hospitals were inaccessible or racially
segregated.

e Many African American midwives were experienced caregivers in their
communities, passing down knowledge through generations.

e In some cases, midwives recorded births informally in notebooks or
logs. These records were not always submitted to local authorities,
particularly if the parents were unable to register the birth due to
literacy barriers.

 If midwives did report births, they might provide a written statement to
a county clerk or local registrar (if one existed). However, enforcement
of birth registration laws was weak before 1912, and many births, in the
rural south among White or Black families, went undocumented.

* -Delayed Birth Certificates - In the early 20th century, older African
Americans sometimes applied for delayed birth certificates, using
affidavits from family members or midwives to establish their birthdate.



Introduction continued

A Delayed Birth Certificate is the method that my father used because he was
delivered by a midwife. I can remember him and mom sending away for
affidavits in order for dad to get a delayed birth certificate. I recently came
across a handwritten letter by my grandma Mildred when she wrote to mom
telling her that the paperwork was done (her written affidavit as to the date of
my father’s birth) and asking if she received it.

OPINION OF THE AUTHOR

When it comes to evidence, I often encountered conflicting records, so I did my
best to determine the most accurate dates for key life events such as births and
deaths. In each case, I've included my reasoning for the date I chose.

It's important to understand that these decisions are based on my interpretation
of the available information. I encourage you to review the evidence yourself
and draw your own conclusions.

This book isn’t just my version of our family’s story — it belongs to all of us.
That’s why I'm asking every family member to read through the information
carefully. If you have additional evidence, corrections, or stories to contribute,
I'd be more than happy to include them.

LET’S CONTINUE THE JOURNEY TOGETHER

By preserving our past, we honor those who came before us and ensure that
their legacy will never be forgotten. Our family’s story is still being written, and
each of us plays a part in shaping its future. It is my prayer that every family
member continues to send in updated family sheets so that we can keep
accurate records. May this book serve as a bridge between generations,
inspiring us to cherish our history and pass it on with pride.



— PREQUEL S

A BRIEF LOOK AT JEFF LOTT AND
HARRIET MERRITT AND
THEIR CHILDREN (ROBERT’S SIBLINGS)

JEFF LOTT HARRIET MERRITT
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The only records that I was able to find about Robert’s
parents, Jeff Lott and Harriet Merritt are in the 1870, 1880,
1900 and 1910 census. In the 1900 and 1910 census Robert
list his father’s birthplace North Carolina and his mother
Harriett as Maryland. In the 1870 census Jeff lists his place
of birth as Alabama and the 1880 his place of birth is listed
as North Carolina. In both 1870 and 1880
Harriet’s place of birth is Maryland.
In reviewing the documents, I estimate that Jeff was born
approximately in the year 1810 in North Carolina
and died prior to 1900.
I estimate that Harriet’s year of birth was approximately
1826 and year of death prior to 1915.

PIECINGIT ALL TOGETHER

The farther back in time that I go the more
discrepancies I find, and while I am sure that these
dates and times are not exact, I will do my best to try
and explain how I came up with my conclusions. The
following are just a few of the discrepancies that I
found in the 1870 and 1880 census and other reports.
Most notably is how the census worker misspelled the
sir name, it is Lott not Lett.

I started by taking a side by side look at the
1870 and 1880 census.

12



In both the 1870 and 1880 census we find Jeff and Harriet
living with their children in Mississippi. Occupation farmers.

1870 United States Federal Census for Jeff Latt
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1870 1880
Milly 16 years old Milly not listed because she was 26 and probably living on her own.
Diana 14 years old Diana would be 24 probably on her own
Robert 12 years old Robert 22 years old
Jane 10 years old Jannie 19 years old
Mahala 8 years old Mandy 18 years old
Eliza 6 years old (Twin) Eliza 17 years old
Rachel 6 years old (Twin) Rachael 17 years old
Hensaelta 3 years old Henretta 14 years old
J.J 3 ¥ years old Henderson 10 years old not born at the time of the 1870 census

Docky 9 years old not born at the time of the 1870 census. As the
youngest he would have been born in 1871. John
Lott would have been born a year later in 1972
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I'm not sure of what happened to J.J. Lott.

In the 1870 census J.J, who is 3 ¥ years old (DOB about 1866 or 1867) may
or may not be the John Lott that is listed in the 1900 census. The John Lott
listed in the 1900 census and in the SSA records year of birth is 1872 or
1874; therefore, he would not be in the 1870 census. I was not able to find a
child or grandchild of Jeff and Harriett named J.]. after this census he or

she may have passed away. N
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Discrepancies in Harriet’s age.
In the 1870 census it states that Harriet is 45 years old therefore the year of
birth would be about 1825. The 1880 census states that she is 49 years old
therefore the year of birth would be about 1831. The 1900 census gives a
birth year of 1826 and states that she is 74 years old. The biggest
unpractical leap is in the 1910 census when it is again stated that she is 74
years old, one obviously can’t be the same age in a ten year span. [ used her
year of birth at about 1826 because in the 1900 census they give
both the year and her age.

1900 United States Federal Census for Hamil Lott
Mississippi > Montgomery > Lodi > District 0079
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Discrepancies in John Lott’s date of birth.

John was born sometime after 1870 however he does not appear in the
1880 census. We first see him in the 1900 census living with his mother,
two sisters and grandchildren of Harriet’s. In the 1900 census John Lott is
26 years old and born in the year 1874.

In the SSA applications and claims record John’s DOB is listed as February
13, 1872. His mother is listed as Harriett Merritt and Father Jeff Lott.
Because this SSA document is the most recent in file and one where valid
corroborating information usually would have to be submitted, I used this
as his official date of birth.

in the U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007
Detall ~ Source Detail  Source
Name John Lot Source Information
Ancestry.com. US., Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007
Gender Male [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2015.
Race Black Original data: Social Security Applications and Claims, 1936-2007.
Birth Date 13 Feb 1872 Description
This database picks up where the SSDI leaves off, with details such as birth
Birth Place Winona Montg, Mississippi date and parents’ names extracted from information filed with the Social
Security Administration through the application or claims process. Learn
Father Jeff Lott more...

Mother Harriett Merritt



A CLOSER LOOK AT SIKESTON MISSOURI AND THE SURROUNDING REGIONS

Before we dive too deeply into this book, I want to share a few important
notes about where I found most of the historical information related to where
our ancestors lived — especially between 1900 and 1950.

Although Sikeston, Missouri, is one of the primary places our family
eventually settled, our ancestors actually came from a variety of neighboring
states, counties, and townships. Their movements were shaped by work
opportunities, family connections, and major events of the time.

The following notes highlight what I discovered about these surrounding
regions. Keeping this context in mind may be helpful as you review the census
records and track where different family members were living during those
years.

Sikeston, Missouri (1900-1950): A Snapshot

Sikeston is located in Scott County in the southeastern “Bootheel” region of
Missouri. This area was historically significant due to its location along key
transportation routes, especially the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway (Frisco)
and U.S. Highway 61. Its fertile farmland and strategic location between the
Mississippi and Ohio Rivers made Sikeston a hub for agriculture, trade, and
travel.

From 1900 to 1950, Sikeston grew from a small agricultural community into a
more established town with schools, churches, businesses, and rail
connections. The town was known for cotton, corn, and livestock production,
and it played an important role in supporting regional commerce. During
WWII, it was also the site of a U.S. Army Airfield, which brought military
personnel and economic activity to the area.

Seven Key Surrounding States, Counties, and Townships Connected to Sikeston
(1900-1950)

Here are seven surrounding or nearby regions that were historically tied to
Sikeston, along with reasons for their close connections:
1. New Madrid County, Missouri
Connection: Directly south of Sikeston. Families often moved back and forth,
and the county shared similar agricultural patterns.
Significance: Home to New Madrid, famous for the 1811-12 earthquakes. Its
flat, fertile land made it a farming powerhouse and migration destination.
2. Mississippi County, Missouri
Connection: East of Sikeston, bordering the Mississippi River.
Significance: Heavy cotton-producing region; many laborers from Sikeston
worked seasonally here. Strong river traffic and cultural ties.

15



continued

3. Cape Girardeau County, Missouri
Connection: North of Sikeston. Cape Girardeau served as a larger market town
and offered educational and medical services not found in smaller towns.
Significance: Home to Southeast Missouri State College (now University) a
destination for families seeking better education for their children.

4. Pemiscot County, Missouri
Connection: Southeast of Sikeston in the Bootheel.
Significance: Another rich cotton area, often had shared family ties, tenant labor
migration, and railroad routes with Sikeston. Known for small rural communities
like Caruthersville.

5. Weakley County, Tennessee
Connection: Just across the Mississippi River.
Significance: Families crossed the river for farming work or relocation. Strong
cultural similarities and occasional shared church affiliations.

6. Lake County, Tennessee
e Connection: South of New Madrid County, across the Mississippi River.
 Significance: Migration patterns during the Great Depression and
sharecropping era saw many families relocate between this region and
Missouri. Also part of the Mississippi Delta culture.

7. Union County, Illinois
» Connection: Northeast, across the Mississippi River.
 Significance: The railroad and river travel made Illinois towns like Cairo and
Anna accessible. Some families moved between Illinois and Missouri in
search of industrial jobs.

Why These Areas Were So Closely Connected

1.Railroads and Rivers: The Frisco Railroad, Missouri Pacific, and access to the
Mississippi and Ohio Rivers allowed people and goods to move easily across
counties and states.

2. Agricultural Labor: Many of these counties were connected through tenant
farming and sharecropping systems, especially for cotton, corn, and
soybeans. Families moved seasonally or permanently for better
opportunities.

3.Family and Community Networks: Intermarriage, church affiliations, and
extended families stretched across county and state lines. Families often
migrated as a unit or followed relatives.

4.Great Migration (1916-1970): Although this period continued beyond 1950,
many African American families from the Sikeston area and surrounding
counties began moving northward during this time, often beginning their
journeys from rural counties like Mississippi and New Madrid.

5.Natural Disasters and Economic Need: Flooding along the Mississippi (such
as the Great Mississippi Flood of 1927) and the Great Depression pushed
families to relocate temporarily or permanently across nearby counties or
states.




Mississippi County, Arkansas (Just South of the Missouri Bootheel)

Geography & Proximity
Mississippi County, AR, borders the southern edge of Pemiscot County, MO, and
is just a short distance from New Madrid and Sikeston. The Mississippi River
serves as both a physical divider and a historical bridge between the two states.
Ferries and, later, bridges made travel and commerce between southeastern
Missouri and northeastern Arkansas common.

0 Agricultural and Labor Ties

Like much of the Missouri Bootheel, Mississippi County, AR was part of the
Delta region, known for cotton plantations and tenant farming. Many families,
particularly African American sharecroppers, moved back and forth across the
state line in search of work, especially during planting and harvest seasons.
Seasonal labor moved freely between Sikeston and towns like Blytheville and
Osceola.

Families often lived on both sides of the state line over time due to changing job
opportunities or land access.

&8 Transportation and Commerce

The Frisco Railroad and other lines connected the Bootheel with Arkansas
towns, enabling easy movement of goods and people. Produce and cotton were
transported from Arkansas through Missouri rail hubs like Sikeston on their
way to St. Louis or Memphis.

The river and railroads helped build a shared economy, especially for cotton
gins, mills, and supply stores.

Major highways like U.S. Route 61 and U.S. Route 67 (which passed through
parts of Arkansas and Missouri) linked the communities economically and
socially.

~.: Family and Community Connections

It was not uncommon for extended families to be spread across southeastern
Missouri and northeastern Arkansas, especially as marriages, migrations, and
job opportunities developed. Some family lines in your history may show births
in Arkansas and later records in Missouri (or vice versa) — this reflects the
fluid, cross-border nature of life in the Delta region.

Why Arkansas Was Closely Connected to Sikeston
Agricultural economy tied to cotton and labor migration.
Railroad and river systems enabling frequent cross-border movement.
Shared cultural identity among Delta communities (African American church
networks, blues music roots, farming life).

Family migration patterns, especially during the Great Migration (many left
Arkansas/Missouri for Chicago, Detroit, and other northern cities).

Between 1900 and 1950, Sikeston wasn’t just a town on a map — it was part of a
living, breathing regional network tied together by rail lines, cotton fields,
churches, rivers, and families. Understanding Sikeston’s history means
understanding the movement, struggle, and connection that bound these
counties and townships together across state lines.
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CHAPTER ONE

ROBERT LOTTS
HISTORY 1858
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TIMELINE

ROBERT LOTT BIRTH

1898 — Robert was born in the year

1858 in the state of
Mississippi, Carroll County

ROBERT AT AGE 12
In 1870 Robert was livingin | 1870
Mississippi, Montgomery
county at the age of 12
ROBERT IS 22
1880 — In 1880 Robert was living in
Mississippi, Montgomery
county at the age of 22
ROBERT MARRAGE
. 1897
In 1897 Robert marries
Lillie Allen
1900 - 1910 CENSUS
Robert is seen as head of
1900 - . SR
1910 household with wife Lillie
and children in Mississippi,
Montgomery County
ROBERT LIVING SINGLE
In the 1920 census Robert is
living as head of household | 1920
with 8 children, in
Coldwater township
Arkansas
ROBERTS DEATH

Robert passed away on

1926 __| February 7th, 1926 in

Commerce township
Missouri




When Robert Lott was born in 1858 in Mississippi,
his father, Jeff, was 48 and his mother,
Harriet, was 32.

Note: In this census Robert has two 6 year old sisters that are twins;
Eliza and Rachel

1870 United States Federal Census for Robert Latt
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In this 1880 census Robert is living with some of his sisters and
brothers and a 5 year old niece; Deila Johnson.

1880 United States Federal Census for Robert Lott
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The Mississippi marriage Index located the marriage files for
Robert and Lillie for the year married 1897. In the census dated
1900 it confirms that they have been married for three years.

OQ -
7 Robert Lott
; I in the Mississippi, U.S., Compiled Marriage Index, 1776-1935

Detaill  Source

Detail Source

Source Information
ancestrycom. Mississippl, WS, Compifed Mairiage Indax, I776-1935
Na me Rob ert LC‘" [database on-lina]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancastrycom Oparations Inc, 2004,

Original data: Hunting For Bears, comp.. Mississippl Mardages, 776-1935,

Mississippl marmiage information taken from county courthouse records. Many
Spouse Lillie Allen of thase records were extracted from copies of the original reconds in

microfilm. microfiche, or book farmat, located at the Family History Librarg

Marriage Date 25 Jan 1897 Description
This database contains marriage information from selecied areas of the State
of Mississippl, USA, from 1776-1935. Information that may be found in this
Cou nty Webster database for each individual Includes thelr name, spouse’s name, and
marriage date and location. Lesrm mire,,

1900 United States Federal Census for Robert Lott
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In the 1910 census Robert is listed as the head of the household, living with
his wife Lilly and they have eleven children living with them, Garlin being the
youngest at less than a year old. There is also a one year old child in the
household named Frank Baines and he is listed as Step-Son. There are no
records that record Frank as the child of Robert or Lillie that I could find. In
taking a closer look at the same 1910 census I see a Willie Baines who is eleven
years old living next door to Robert and Lillie and he is listed as the step-son to
Dock and Laura Doyle. It is my opinion that these children may be brothers and
the parents for some reason could not keep them at the present time.

Therefore, I will not list Frank as the child of either Robert or Lillie until or
unless I find any evidence that proves otherwise. Occupation farmers.

1910 United States Federal Census for Robert Latt
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LILLIE ALLEN
1881
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In this 1920 census we see Robert as the head of the household, however Lillie is no
longer in the household. The older children have moved out and on their own,
however, Winston who would still be underage (15) is not living with Robert or Lillie.
Back in those days people got married at age 15 so it could be possible that he did
move out and was on his own or perhaps he passed away. The only record that I
could find with Winston in it was the 1910 census when he was 5 years old.

Note: In this 1920 census Robert lists his marital status as widowed, however in 1920
Lillie is living in another township with her daughter and granddaughter. In the 1910
census, when Robert was listed as head of household and living with Lillie, he also
states that he has been married more than one time “M2” code. Perhaps he was
married before Lillie and his previous wife died. /%"

\ . /
I cannot find any records of a previous marriage or death dates. M1 means married
once. M2 means married more than once, 2 times or even more than 2.

See YouTube: https://youtu.be/5d7Igpg9AOI?si=nzlqzY0Ul6 VIkhX6.
Decoding the codes in US Census records
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At around 1916 Cleveland, Roberts oldest son moved to Missouri. All records
show that Robert lived in Mississippi until his death when it is recorded that he
died in the township of Commerce Missouri. Robert’s son Cleveland signed his
death certificate, so I am assuming that when Robert got sick, he came to stay
with Cleveland until his passing.
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LILLIE ALLEN 1881 BIRTH
Lillie was born in the year
1881 in Mississippi
MARRIAGE TO ROBERT
In 1897 Lillie marries — 1897
Robert Lott.
See Roberts timeline for
documents
1900 - 1910 CENSUS
Lillie is living with husband
1900- Robert and and children in
1910 s
Mississippi, Montgomery
County. See Roberts
1920 CENSUS timeline for documents.
Lillie is listed as head of
household living with — 1920
daughter Annie and
grandaughter Mary in Smith
Township Arkansas
LILLIE MARRIES
DOCK RICHARDSON
1922 — On August 7th, 1922 Lillie
Marries Dock Richardson in
Tyronza Arkansas
LILLIE MARRIES SAM BELL
On December 8th, 1927
Lillie Mar1"1es Sam Bell in — 1927
Blytheville Arkansas
LILLIES DEATH
Lillie passed away on April
1940

24th 1940 in Canalou New
Madrid Missouri
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- JLillie Allen was born on March 8, 1881, in
¥ @ Kilmichael, Mississippi, the daughter of
Sallie and George Allen.

In the U.S., Native American Applications for Enrollment in
Five Civilized Tribes, dated March 12, 1902, Lillie gave a
sworn statement in regard to her claim as being a descendant
of the Indian Choctaw Nation. She was 21 years old at the time
and had been married to Robert for approximately five years.
See the Appendix of her statement at the end of this book,
there you can read her statements as to who her parents are,
siblings and grandparents.

In this 1920 Census Lillie is living in Smith Cross Arkansas with
her daughter Annie and her granddaughter Mary,
Lillie is 38 years old.
In this census the transcriber states that the marital status for
both Lillie and Annie are Widowed; however,
Robert was living at the time and of this census.

In the 1920 census Annie also list herself as widowed however
Love Applewhite was alive it appears that they were separated
because soon after this census she married Ed Willis see
Annie Lott Branch for details.
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Ancestry Genealogist state that from mid 1800 to mid 1900, people in rural
areas often listed themselves as being widowed when in actuality their spouse
was alive. Here are some of the reasons that they give as to why this was.

When a man or a women listed themselves as widowed even though their
wives/husbands were still alive, here are some possible reasons why:

1. Avoiding the Shame of Desertion
o If a man's wife left him (whether by choice, hardship, or infidelity), it could
be seen as a sign that he had failed as a husband or provider.
» Saying he was “widowed” allowed him to save face, especially in tight-knit,
judgmental communities.

2. Stigma Around Divorce or Separation
» Divorce was rare and frowned upon, especially in church-going, rural
areas.
e A man might avoid admitting his marriage had broken down by claiming
his wife had died, which was more socially acceptable than saying they
were divorced or estranged.

3. Disappearance or Abandonment
» In some cases, the wife may have simply disappeared or left without
contact. Rather than admit he didn’t know where she was (or that she left
him), the man might assume—or claim—that she was dead.
o If she remarried or moved to another state, he may have thought (or
pretended) she was out of his life for good.

4. Legal Simplicity or Avoiding Questions
o Listing himself as “widowed” on official documents could make life easier
when it came to:
o Remarrying without needing proof of divorce
o Claiming children as dependents
o Explaining why he lived alone or had a new partner

5. Protecting Reputation or Children
e Some men listed themselves as widowed to protect their children from
shame.

o For instance, a census record might show a father as “widowed” raising
kids alone when, in reality, the mother had left or been
institutionalized.

o This protected the family’s reputation and shielded the children from
social judgment.
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On August 17, 1922, Lillie marries
Dock Richardson in Tyronza Arkansas.
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= \ ,‘: sender Female stry.com. Arkansas, US., County Marriages Index, 1837-1957 [databa
3 1a]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestrycom Operations, Inc., 2011,
AN lesidence Tyronza, Arkansas nal data:
ipouse's Name Rich nsas County Marriages, 1838-1957" Index. FamilySearch, Salt Lake
; T 2008, 2011, “Arkansas County Marriages, 1836-1957, database,
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Lillie later marries Sam Bell on December 8, 1927,
o?@ in Mississippi Arkansas.
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Lillie died on April 24, 1940, in the city of Canalou, county New Madrid, Missouri
atthe age of 59. The Informant who signed the death certificate was Lillie’s son-
in law Reverend Ed Willis (Annie’s husband) who gives Lillie’s age as 57, however

several other documents in file supports that her age was closer to 59 when she
died.
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CHAPTER TWO

CLEVELAND LOTT’S
BRANCH
1888
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TIMELINE
CLEVELAND LOTT S

1888 — Cleveland was born in the
year 1888 in Kilmichael,
Montgomery County
Mississippi

CLEVELAND IN 1900

In 1900 Cleveland was living with|[— 1900
his parents and five siblings in
Mississippi, Montgomery county

CLEVELAND MARRIES
1910 — In 1910 Cleveland Marries
Ella Hamer in Mississippi,
Montgomery county
CLEVELAND AT AGE 33
In 1920 Cleveland is living | 1920

with his wife and 4 children
in Coldwater Twsp., Cross
County, Arkansas

1930 - 1940 - 1950 CENSUS

1930 - Cleveland is seen as head of
119“;%- —— household with wife Ella and

children in Commerce Twsp.,
Scott County, Missouri

CLEVELAND AT AGE 78

In the 1965 Cleveland
Marries Maude Bones in 1965
Toledo Ohio

CLEVELANDS DEATH

Cleveland passed away on
1967 — October 7th, 1967 in
Toledo Ohio




Cleveland Lott was born in 1888 in Mississippi.

Discrepancies in year of birth

e 1900 census age 10 DOB approx. 1890

e 1920 census age 33 DOB approx. 1887

e 1930 census age 43 DOB approx. 1887

e 1940 census age 52 DOB approx. 1888

o WWII registration card DOB 1888

e 1950 census age 63 DOB approx. 1887

e 1965 death records give year of birth 1888

Note: In a Social Security Record and Marriage Certificate Cleveland

states that his mothers name is Matilda and/or Tilda; however he
does not give a last name nor any other information about her.
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On October 14™ 1910, Cleveland marries
Ella Hamer in Montgomery County, Mississippi.

;;v}(‘\,,‘ gl 1
A o

Cleveland Lott
in the Mississippi, U.S., Compiled Marriage Index, 1776-1935

Detail  Source

Detail Source
— Source Information
Ancestrycom. Mississippi, US., Compiled Marriage Index, 1776-1935
Name Cleveland Lott [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2004.

Original data: Hunting For Bears, comp.. Mississippi Marriages, 1776-1935.
. Mississippi marriage information taken from county courthouse records, Many
SDO use Ella Hamer of these records were extracted from copies of the original records in
microfilm, microfiche, or book format, located at the Family History Library.

Marriage Date 14 Oct 1910

Description
This database contains marriage information from selected areas of the State
Count of Mississippi, USA, from 1776-1935. Information that may be found in this

y Montgome ¥ database for each individual includes their name, spouse's name, and
marriage date and location. Learn more...
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While Cleveland never served in the World War I, here is an image
of his draft card that he signed on June 5" 1917.

U.S., World War | Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918 for Cleveland Lott
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Jessie.

1930 —Missouri > Scott > Commerce > District 0002

A Note about Cleveland And Ella’s Twin Children
Claude and Maude

Maude (Marie Maud) had a twin brother named Claude. In Cleveland’s 1917 draft
registration, he noted that he was married and the father of four children. Based on the
timing and family records, it’s likely these children were Maude, Claude, Clara, and

Claude’s absence from the 1920 U.S. Census is notable. That record lists only Clara,
Maude, Jessie, and the youngest child, Estella, who was just eleven months old at the
time. Despite thorough searching, no further documentation about Claude has been
found in later records.

Additional insight comes from the obituaries of Claude’s sisters, Olla Mae and Clara,
both of which state that Claude had preceded them in death. Taken together, these
details suggest that Claude likely passed away sometime between 1917 and 1920.

In this 1930 Census Cleveland is listed as Head of the household, age 43, and
living with his wife Ella, age 37 and their eight children: Clara, Maud, Jesse,
Anna Belle, Robert, Ollie, Calvin and Cleveland Jr. The census states that his
occupation was a Laborer in the industry of General Farming. %
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1933 —

e

C

A Note About Estella and Anna Belle

In the 1920 U.S. Census, Cleveland and Ella’s youngest daughter is listed as
Estella, recorded at just eleven months old. However, by the time of the 1930
census, there is no mention of Estella—or any name close in spelling. Instead, a
daughter named Anna Belle appears, whose age matches what Estella’s would
have been at that time.

Interestingly, Estella is not mentioned in the obituaries of her sisters Clara or
Olla Mae, which list both surviving and deceased siblings. The only record in
which Estella's name appears is the 1920 census.

Unless Estella and Anna Belle were twins—a possibility that seems unlikely,
given Anna Belle is not listed in the 1920 census—it seems reasonable to conclude
that Estella and Anna Belle were, in fact, the same person. The shared “-ella”
sound in both names may point to a nickname, a middle name, or simply a
change in how her name was recorded over time.

The only commonality in both names is the “ella” for example, Estella and
Anna Belle.

In 1933, Cleveland and Ella suffered the loss of their son
Calvin Coolidge he was 7 years old and

died of Typhoid Fever.
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A little History of the effects conditions and effects
of deceases such as Typhoid Fever in
the early 1900's.

I was somewhat surprised to see that a child could die of a disease such as
Typhoid Fever and then I was reminded that while we may not see many cases
today, it may have been very prevalent in the early 1900’s. My curiosity lead me
to do a little research to find out what the history was regarding Typhoid Fever
in rural Mississippi around the year 1933 and the following is what I found.

Typhoid Fever Overview

» Cause: Salmonella enterica serotype Typhi (a bacterium).

» Transmission: Primarily through contaminated food or water, often due to
poor sanitation and lack of clean drinking water.

» Symptoms: High fever, weakness, stomach pain, headache, loss of appetite,
and sometimes rash.

» Fatality Rate (untreated): Could be as high as 10-30% without antibiotics.

A Typhoid Fever in 1933 Mississippi

1. Public Health Conditions
e Mississippi in 1933 was still largely rural and underdeveloped, especially in
terms of infrastructure and public sanitation.
* The Great Depression worsened public health systems and access to care.
* Many areas lacked:
o Proper sewage systems, Consistent access to clean water, Widespread
public health education

2. Epidemiology
e While typhoid fever was declining in urban areas due to better water
treatment, it persisted in rural regions like much of Mississippi.
» Outbreaks often occurred after floods or in communities with poor
sanitation.
* Typhoid was reportable, and public health departments tracked it, though
underreporting was common in impoverished areas.

3. Prevention and Treatment in 1933
e Chlorination of water and better sewage disposal had started to reduce
cases in parts of the U.S., but rural Mississippi lagged behind.
* The typhoid vaccine, developed in the late 19th century, was in use, but
vaccination coverage was inconsistent in poor or rural communities.
 Antibiotics like chloramphenicol were not available yet (they came in the
1940s), so treatment was largely supportive care and isolation.
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In this 1940 Census Cleveland is listed as Head of the household, age 52
and living with his wife Ella, age 47 and their four children:
Robert, Olla Rachel, Cleveland Jr., and Willie Augusta.

The census states that Cleveland’s occupation was a Farmer.
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Although there was no date on this draft card, it shows that Cleveland was 54 years old
and born in the year 1888 so the signing of this document would be approximately in
the year 1942. World War 2 was from September 1, 1939 - September 2, 1945,
so this card would have been for the World War 2 draft.
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In the 1950 Census Cleveland is listed as Head of the household, age 63
and living with his wife Ella, age 58 and their son Billy.
The census states that his occupation was a Farmer
and is son Billy, age 17 was a Farm Helper.
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Ella and Cleveland shared a wonderful marriage that lasted 55 years.
Ten years after Ella's passing, Cleveland remarried
on October 1st 1965 at the age of 78 to Ms. Maude Bones, who was 72.

Note: in the marriage record, Cleveland lists his mother’s name
as Tilda (also known as Matilda), but her last name is marked with a
question mark, suggesting it was unknown or uncertain.
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A; ‘}, On October 1™ 1965, Cleveland marries
., V Maude Bones in Toledo Ohio.

16 MARRIAGE RECORD
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1965 -

Sadly, not long after his marriage to Maude,
Cleveland passed away in Toledo Ohio,
on October 12", 1967.

No Image Available
Document Information b

Collection Information
Ohio, Death Index, 1908-1932, 1938-1944, @®
and 1958-2007

Cite This Record

"Ohio, Death Index, 1908-1932, 1938-1944,
and 1958-2007", FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:V
KLL-2RC : Tue Feb 25 12:12:08 UTC 2025), Entry
for Clevela Lott and , 12 Oct 1967.

Copy Citation

Clevela Lott

Vital » Ohio, Death Index, 1908-1932, 1938-1944, and 1958-2007

Name

Sex

Age

Birth Date
Residence Place
Marital Status
Race

Autopsy Performed
Event Type

Event Date

Event Place
Certificate Number

Source Description

Clevela Lott

Male

79

1888

Toledo, Lucas, Ohio, United States
Married

Non-white

Yes, used for certification

Death

12 Oct 1967

Toledo, Lucas, Ohio, United States
17757

Ohio Department of Health

SOURCE: "Ohio, Death Index, 1908-1932, 1938-1944, and 1958-2007", FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VKLL-2RC : Tue Feb 25 12:12:08 UTC
2025), Entry for Cleveland Lott and , 12 Oct 1967.
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CHAPTER THREE

ELVA (ELVIE) LOTT
BRANCH
1891
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ELVA LOTT SITH
1891 — Elva was born in the year
1891 in Mississippi
ELVA AT AGE 8
In 1900 Elva was living with his — 1900
parents and five siblings in
Mississippi, Montgomery county
ELVA AT THE AGE OF 17
1910 — In 1910 at the age of 17 Elva
was living in Mississippi,
Montgomery county with
her parents and 10 siblings
ELVA MARRIES
On January 4, 1913 Elva 1913
Married Albert Applewhite
in Cross County Arkansas
ELVA’S HUSBAND DIES
Elva suffered the loss of her
1939 - beloved husband Albert
Applewhite on June 21, 1939. He
passed away in New Madrid
County, Sikeston Missiouri
ELVA AT AGE 56
In the 1950 Cencus Elva is listed
as the head of the household
and living with her two — 1950
youngest children, Rosie and
Sam
ELVA’S DEATH
Elva passed away on
1964 — December 3, 1964 in Scott

County, Sikeston Missouri
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Elva Lott was born in 1891 in Mississippi

Note: This 1900 census is the only document that spells
her name as Elvie, ten other sources spell her name Elva

I8

Name Re'::a“;'“ E F :;::‘h 3:;:' 3 E é g § Birthplace  Fathers Birthplace Mother's Birthplace
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A Note regarding Elva and Alma’s
mother

When Elva died her daughter Virginia signed the death
certificate (see copy at conclusion of this timeline). Virginia lists
Robert Lott as Elva’s father and states “Unknown” in the space
for Elva’s mother’s name.

The identity of Elva’s mother remains an unsolved mystery.
While her older sibling, Cleveland Sr., consistently lists Matilda
as his mother in several of his documents, I have found no
evidence to suggest that Matilda was the mother of Elva or
Alma. Additionally, there is clear documentation confirming
that Lillie was not their mother, as discussed in the first
chapter.

As always, I welcome your input. If you uncover additional
documentation or insights, I would be grateful if you shared
them.
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1910

1910 census she was 17 years old so year of birth about 1893

lited States Federal

ppl > Montgomery >

ity Name

Census for Elva Lott

Beat 4 > District 0090
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?‘ 1. OnJanuary 5, 1913, Elva marries

‘ Albert Applewhite in Cross, Arkansas.

1913 __

Elva Lott

in the Arkansas, U.S., County Marriages Index, 1837-1957

Detail Source

Name

Gender
Marriage Age
Event Type

Birth Date
Marriage License Date
Marriage Date
Marriage Place
Residence Date
Residence Place
Spouse

FHL Film Number

Elva Lott

Female

18

Marriage

1895

4 Jan 1913

5.Jan 1913

Cross, Arkansas, USA
1913

Vanndale, Cross, Arkansas
Albert Applewhite

1023990

Detail  Source
Source Citation

FamilySearch; Salt Lake City, Utah; Arkansas County Marriages, 1838-1957

Source Information
Ancestry.com. Arkansas, U.S., County Marriages Index, 1837-1957 [database
on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011.

Original data:

"Arkansas County Marriages, 1838-1957" Index. FamilySearch, Salt Lake City,
Utah, 2009, 2011. "Arkansas County Marriages, 1838-1957" database,
FamilySearch, from Arkansas Courts of Common Pleas and County Clerks.
Digital images of originals housed at various county courthouses in the State
of Arkansas. Marriage records.

Description
This database contains an index extracted from marriage records from
Arkansas Courts of Common Pleas and county clerks. Learn more...
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Citation

"Cross, Arkansas, United States records," images, FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-DT] 7-P2]?view=explore : May 28, 2025),
image 692 of 746; Arkansas. County Court (Cross County). Image Group Number: 004306397

1930 census said she was 39 years old
so year of birth approximately 1891

1930 United States Federal Census for Elva Applewhite

Missouri > New Madrid > Big Prairie > District 0027
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On Elva’s daughter Virginias delayed birth certificate it said that Virginia was born
on January 22, 1918. It also said that Elva was 24 years old when Virginia was
born. Giving Elva’s year of approximate birth 1894.
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1950 census, Elva’s age is 56 and she is a widowed, her
occupation Housekeeper, year of birth 1894.

1950 United States Federal Census for Elva Applewhite
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BREAKING
NEWS

The Daily Standard
Sikeston, Missouri + Fri, Mar 30, 1951
Page 5§

BMrsl Annie Lou Love and sister,
Mrsl Mattie Evans of St. Louis
rove to Indianola, Miss., Sunday
morning. They were called to Indi-
anola by the illness of their moth-
r. They returned home Tuesday
nd reported their mother's con-
fair.

James Belma of Elkhart, Ind.,
spent the weekend here visiting.
He returned Tuesday.

Mrsl Rosie Lee Tremble of Ker-
man, Calif,, spent several days
here visiting her mother,

Odie Rooks and her sister, BIrs]
Fred Harrinton and Miss _\r'irginin
Thomas and other relatives. NIs]
Tremble returned home Monday.

Leo Harington, son of Mrsl Mat-
tie 8. Turner left Sunday to spend
a week in St. Louis with his fath-
er. Bennie Thomas. Leo will re-
turn home Saturday or Sunday.

Miszs Bernice Wilson of Chieago
spent the weekend here visiting
her mother, MIS] Rosie Scott and
sister, Miss Thelma Wilson and
other relatives.
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WHAT MAY HAVE SEEMED LIKE TRIVIAL NEWS TODAY
WAS NOT SO TRIVIAL IN SIKESTON IN THE 1950'S
I ASKED CHATGPT TO GIVE SOME BACKGROUND
AND THIS IS WHAT I FOUND.

"Trivial News'" in Historical Context

In 1950, it was very common for small-town newspapers—like the one in
Sikeston, Missouri—to publish what we’d now consider everyday or even
mundane personal updates.

These were often called:

e “Personal columns”
e “Locals” or “Local news”
e “Society pages” (especially in slightly larger towns)

These sections might include:
e Who visited whom (often out-of-towners coming to visit family)
Births, deaths, and marriages
Church or club meeting announcements
Who was “ill at home” or in the hospital
People returning from vacation
Young people going off to college or joining the military

Why It Was So Common

1. Tight-Knit Communities: In small towns like Sikeston, everyone knew each
other. These updates reinforced social bonds and gave people a sense of
community.

2.Limited Media Options: There was no internet or social media. The
newspaper was the main source of news, including personal and social
updates.

3.Public Relations Before the Term Existed: Visiting relatives or hosting guests
was seen as a positive reflection of a family—people took pride in being
featured.

4.Space to Fill: Smaller papers often needed to fill columns and pages.
Personal updates were easy to gather and publish, often submitted by locals
or relayed through word-of-mouth.

5.Historical Documentation: Ironically, what seems "trivial" to us today often
becomes incredibly valuable to genealogists and historians. These snippets
give insight into daily life, migration patterns, family connections, and social
networks.

Bottom Line

In 1950 Sikeston, it was completely normal and even expected for local
newspapers to highlight who came to town to visit relatives. What seems minor
today was an important thread in the fabric of local community life.
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CHAPTER FOUR

ANNIE LEE LOTT BRANCH

1898
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TIMELINE

ANNIE LEE LOTT BIRTH
“AUNT DAUGHT” 1898 — Annie was born in the year

1898 in Arkansas
ANNIE AT AGE 9
In 1900 Annie was living with his — 1900
parents and five siblings in
Mississippi, Montgomery county
ANNIE AT THE AGE OF 12
1910 —| In 1910 at the age of 12

Annie is living with her
parents and ten siblings

ANNIE MARRIES

On January 4, 1931 Annie __ 1913
Married Love B. Applewhite
in Cross County Arkansas

ANNIE MARRIES
1920- Sometime between 1920 and
1930 - — 1930 Annie Marries Ed Willis

ANNIE’S DEATH

Annie died on February 19,

1960, in Scott, Missouri, atthe [ 1960

age of 63, and was buried in
South Bend, Indian




When Annie Lee Lott was born on November 15, 1898, in
Arkansas, to Robert and Lillie. She married Love Berry Applewhite
on January 5, 1913, in Cross, Arkansas, Love and Annie had three
children. Sometime after 1918 her marriage to Love Berry ended.
Between the years 1920 and 1930 Annie Married Ed Willis, they had
no children. She died on February 19, 1960, in Scott, Missouri, at the
age of 63, and was buried in South Bend, Indiana.

A Note About Annie’s Date of Birth

With most people born in this period in rural Mississippi, there is
bound to be some type of birth discrepancy. There are five sources
that give the birth year of 1898, two source that give 1896, one
source that gives 1897, and one source that gives 1893.

The 1900 census gave birth year of 1897.

The 1910, 1920, 1930, 1940 and death certificate all give the year
of birth as 1898.

The 1950 census said that she was 54 at the time of the census
making her birth year around 1896.

A Social Security application created in 1957 several years before
Annie’s death gives a date of birth as November 9", 1893. I am not
sure what type of evidence was used to document this date of birth,
but it is nearly six years prior to the dates that were given by her
relatives in the newspaper obituary and the census. No doubt the
mid-wife who delivered her (if there was a mid-wife), had been gone
and I am assuming that it was by word of mouth and a signed
affidavit regarding this date. Because this date is nearly six years
prior to the majority of the other evidence, I did not use this as her
birth year. In addition, when I went in to post 1893 as a possible
birth year, Ancestry issued a warning that the date of birth may be
incorrect because it appears to be before the mother’s birthing
years. Her mother Lillie would have been 12 years old and while not
impossible I believe highly unlikely and therefore did not use 1893.

31



In this 1900 Census Annie is living with her
parents and five siblings

1900 United States Federal Census for Annie Lott

Mississippi > Montgomery > Lodi > District 0079
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in this 1910 Census Annie is living with her

parents and ten siblings
1910 United States Federal Census for Annie L Lott

Mississippi > Montgomery > Beat4 > District 0090
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Below is a screen shot of the marriage license/certificate for Annie. Her
name is spelled differently, Aisle and at first, I was not sure if it was her,
but I noticed that on the next page was her sister Elva. It appears that
both Annie and Elva got married on the same day. @

In this document it says that Love Applewhite was 24 years old and
Annie was 18. Usually, you have to be at least 18 years of age to marry
unless you had a parent or guardian sign for approval. I think that Annie
may have been under the age of 18 and therefore using an alias (just my
opinion), because the year of marriage is 1913 which would make her 15
or 16 years old. Maybe she could not get someone to sign for her and
therefore used an alias and different age in order to marry. Again, just
my opinion.

0%’

“¢, OnJanuary 5, 1913, Annie marries
. Love Applewhite in Cross, Arkansas.

83



Sometime between 1919 and 1920 Love Applewhite and

1920 — Annie seperated/divorced

1920 -
1930

1930 —

pe

In this 1920 census
Annie is 22 years old and living with her mother
Lillie and Daughter Mary

1920 United States Federal Census for Annie L Applewhite

| Arkansas > Cross > Smith > District 0078
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Sometime between 1920 and 1930 Annie o \‘&.,:%
Marries Ed Willis } _04« 2
‘9(,1?\ :

In this 1930 census Annie is living with her husband Ed
Willis and her daughters Calillian (Lillian) and Mary

1930 United States Federal Census for Annie Willis

Missouri > NewMadrid > NewMadrid > District 0019
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in This 1940 Census Annie is living with her husband Ed,
Her grand daughter Mattie Mae, her grandson Milton and
her sister and brother in law Myrtle and Henry Miller

1940 United States Federal Census for Aannie Willis

Missouri > New Madrid > West > 72-36

In this 1950 Census Annie is living with
her husband Ed and her two
grandchildren Mattie Mae and Milton

1950 United States Federal Census for Anne Willis

Missouri > Scott > Richland > 101-38
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1957

In 1957 Annie would have been around the age of 59 or
60 when she made these changes at the Social Security

Office.

- - -
Annie Lott Willis
in the U.S,, Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007
Detail Source Detall. Sokiice
Name Annie Lott Willis Source Information
[Nora Annielee Lott] Ancestrycom. US,, Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007
[database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2015,
Gender Female Original data: Social Security Applications and Claims, 1936-2007.
Race Black Description
This database picks up where the SSDI leaves off, with details such as birth
Birth Date 9 Nov 1893 date and parents’ names extracted from information filed with the Social
Security Administration through the application or claims process. Learn
Birth Place Kilmichael M, Mississippi more..,
Father Robert Lott
Mother Lillie Allen
Notes Jul 1957: Name Listed As Annie Lott
Willis
Annie died on February 19, 1960, in Scott, Missouri, at the age
of 63, and was buried in South Bend, Indiana
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CHAPTER FIVE

CORINE (DORENDA)
—— LOTTBRANCH —
1899
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TIMELINE

CORINE LOTT
(DORENDA) 1809 —

BIRTH

Corine was born in the year
1899 in Mississippi

CORINE IN 1900

In 1900 Corine was living with his— 1900
parents and five siblings in
Mississippi, Montgomery county

CORINE AT THE AGE OF 10

In 1910 at the age of 10 Corine
was living in Mississippi,
Montgomery county with her
parents and 10 siblings

CORINE IN 1930

In 1930 Corine is living with her
husband David and six children

1910 —
CORINE MARRIES
In about the year 1918 1918
Corine marries David
Applewhite
1930 -
CORINE ATAGE 40
In 1930 Corine is living with her
husband David and eight
children — 1940
1944 —

CORINE’S DEATH

Corine passed away on
January 20, 1944 in ,
Sikeston Missouri
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Corine Lott was born in 1899 in Mississippi

Corine Lott, whose birth name was Dorenda, was born on
March 30, 1900, in Mississippi. Between 1920 and 1937, she and
her husband, David Applewhite, welcomed eight children, four
sons and four daughters. She passed away on January 20, 1944,
in New Madrid, Missouri, at the age of 44.

In both the 1900 and 1910 U.S. Census records, while still a
child living with her parents, she is listed under her birth name,
Dorenda. Beyond those two early records, however, there is no
clear indication that she continued to use that name. By the 1920
census, she appears as the wife of David Applewhite and is listed
as Corena—a name that, over time, was recorded with various
spellings, including Corrine, Corena, and Corina.

I can understand how the spelling of Corine could vary,
especially due to the fact the census workers put down whatever
they though the spelling of the name should be. However, the
first two census were possibly filled out by her parent(s) and
they list her name as Dorenda.

In this 1900 Census Corine (Dorenda) was
living with her parents and five siblings

1900 United States Federal Census for Dorenda Lott
Mississippi > Montgomery > Lodi > District 0079
Numb
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1910 census Corine was 10 years old and living with
her parents and ten siblings

1910 United States Federal Census for Dorinda Latt
Mississippi > Montgomery > Beat4 > District 0090

VisiteFami
§ No. No.

ot

1910 ——
gs‘
A A 7
H 5 ';*

1918 m
In the 1930 census the question was
asked “what was your age at the time of
marriage” and Corine put seventeen.
So, David Applewhite
and Corine married in about 1918.
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In this 1920 census Corine is living with her
husband David Applewhite

1920 United States Federal Census for Corena Applewhite

Arkansas > Cross > Coldwater > District 0072
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In this 1930 census Corine is with her husband David and six
children: David (they spell his name Deavy here), Rose,
Annabelle, Leara, John W. and Ida M.

1930 United States Federal Census for Corine Applewhite

Missouri > New Madrid > New Madrid > District 0019
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In this 1940 census Corine is with her husband David and seven
children: David, Rose or (Rosella), Annabelle, Leara, John W. and Ida
M, Willie Bob and FT or (Frank Thomas).

1940 United States Federal Census for Coraine Applewhite

Missouri > New Madrid > Big Prairie > 72-6
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I have been searching for information
regarding Corine and David’s children; in
particular whether or not they had any children.
I did find information regarding their birth and
death dates but nothing regarding children. If
any family member has any information I would -
love to document it. s

Corine passed away on January 20, 1944, in Sikeston,
Missouri, at the age of 44.
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CHAPTER SIX

EUGENE LOTT’S
BRANCH —
1901
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TIMELINE

EUGENE LOTT Yl
ugene was born in the year
“UNCLE GENIE” e 1901 in Kilmichael,y

BIRTH

Montgomery County
Mississippi
EUGENE AT AGE 7
In 1910 Eugene was living with 1910
his father and ten siblings in
Mississippi, Montgomery
county
EUGENE MARRIES
129y In 1923 Eugene Marries
Cora Hamer in Arkansas
CORA’S DEATH
On December 21, 1981, —— 1981
Eugene’s wife Cora
Passed away
EUGENE’S DEATH
1982 — N
On August 19", 1982 Eugene
Passed Away
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Eugene Lott was born in 1901 in
Mississippi.

In this 1910 census Eugene is seven years old and living with his
parents and ten siblings

1910 United States Federal Census for Eugene Lott

Mississippi » Montgomery > Beat4 »> District 0090
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A Note About Eugene’s Date of Birth

There are a few discrepancies in several of the documents, but
the years are very close together and depending upon the date
when the census worker came out, this could make up the
difference. There was a bigger leap in the 1920 census when they
had his year of birth around 1904.

e The 1910 census gave birth year between 1902 - 1903.
e The 1920 census gave birth year between 1903 - 1904.
o The 1930 census gave birth year between 1901 - 1902.
e Marriage documents 1902.

o WWII draft registration card 1901.

Given the dates that were given and also that of his siblings I
used the July 31, 1901, date as his date of birth. AGAIN, this is not
an exact science, and neither are any of the other dates of birth
in this book. I am merely trying to come up with the one that
makes the most sense.
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1920

1923

In this 1920 census Eugene was living with his father
and seven siblings, he was sixteen years old.

1920 United States Federal Census for Eugene Lott

Arkansas > Cross > Coldwater > District 0072
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(Coupsn 1o ba Dotached By € oo d . " 4 i Sitate Capital)
STATE OF ARKANSAS

| County of Foingett

Mr. Hugene Lott of
County of lolngett State of

J oy Villegpe
Arizrnpoos

Ade w1l Nutionality epro . i
M Core limmer of Jey Villege
County of  Folnsett State of ~ A"{“--"JI-’J‘"-B

Nutionality legro

e al
e 33‘& day of July

ly 3, 1923, and married July 4™, 1923

Applied for lic

ense on Ju

Eugene Lott - g
in the Arkansas, U.S., County Marriages Index, 1837-1957 o
Detail Source Derall Source /g}

Source Citatlon

Name Eugene Lott
FamilySearch; Salt Lake City, Utah; Arkarsas Counly Marriages, 18381967

Gender Male
Source Information

Event Type Marriage Bond ¥ . Arkansas, LS., County i Inder, 1837-1957
an-lina], Prove, UT, USA: Ancestrycom Oparations, Inc., 201,

Marriage Date 4Jul1923

Original data:
Marriage Place Arkansas, USA “Arkansas County Mariages, 1H38-18572" Index. FamilySearch, Salt Lake City,
Litat, 2009, 701, “Arkansas County Mariages, 183810577 database,
Residence Date 1923 FarnilySoarc; from Arkangas Courts of Common Ploas and County Clerks,
Digltal images of originalz housed at varlous county counhouses In the State
Residence Place Bay Village, Arkansas o Arkansas. Marriage records,
Spouse Cora Hamer Descriplion
This database containg an index exiracted from marriage retonds from
FHL Film Number 2401798 Arkangas Courts of Comman Plaas and county charks. Laan mara.,,
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In the 1930 census we see Eugene (Genie) with his wife Cora and four children; Mable,
Robert, OC and Ruthie.

A Note regarding 0.C.: I am not sure what the initial’s O.C. stands for but with talking to
other family member they said that his brother told them that OC change his name to Harvey
Willie and Willie Edwards. The only document where I see the name OC was in this 1930
census. I did, however, find documents for him with the name(s); Willie H. Lott; Harvey Willie

Lott; and Willie Lott.

1930 United States Federal Census for Genie Lott

Missouri > New Madrid > New Madrid > District 0019
o \
2 o i 6
= @
C® T Name Relation E %gr:s =i x SVel]
£ T cfoné
R oo O o SoS— . 3 L 1| 1
_ M_k\_l ™ n’l |
-t s
, 11 IXFhdls
_ldsMs ] |[IEAR ™|
A - | X M
Pl | | ]

While Eugene did not serve in World War II, below is a copy of his
WWII Draft Registration Card.
1942 - Signed with his mark on July 16", 1942.

Local Board No. 1
Beott County

BRI
e ]
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Two Given Permits to Buy A New Automobile

Tags: Stories And Events  @MEconomy And Business The Daily Standard

Sikeston, Missouri * Fri, Jun 26, 1942
Certificates to purchase new -

automobiles were given by the

Scott County Rationing Board at

Benton last week to J. R. Lee Jr.

of Morley and Andrew Keilhofner

BREAKING
NEWS

Leon Warfield, Oran, two tires
and two tubes.

Chaffee Ice & Cold Storage Co.,
two tires and two tubes. 3

M. L. Taylor, Morley, three
tires.
Albert Springs, Sikeston, tire.

J. R. Stephens, Chaffee, two|
tires and two tubes.

Clarence Seals, Illmo, two tires
and two tubes.

E. E. Dancey, Oran, tire and
tube.
R. M. Cox, Bertrand, tire and
tube. l

W. L. Limbaugh, Benton, tlml
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At first, I thought that it was kind of funny that the Sikeston Newspaper would
print the fact that Uncle Eugene and others received a certificate to obtain tire
tubes for their car/tractor was newsworthy, but given the date and time, I asked
ChatGPT to give some background and incite and here is the response:

In 1942, receiving a certificate to purchase automobile tires and tubes in rural
Missouri—and throughout the United States—was a significant and tightly
regulated event due to wartime rationing during World War II.

Background: Why Tires Were Rationed
After the U.S. entered WWII in December 1941, the government quickly moved to
conserve critical resources needed for the war effort. One of the most pressing
shortages was natural rubber, which was essential for producing tires and tubes. At
the time:
e The U.S. imported nearly all of its rubber, mostly from Southeast Asia.
e Japan’s occupation of much of that region cut off 90% of the American rubber
supply.
e Rubber was crucial not only for civilian automobiles, but more importantly for
military trucks, tanks, airplanes, and equipment.

Rationing System: Tire Certificates
To address the crisis, the Office of Price Administration (OPA) was created to
oversee rationing. Starting in January 1942, civilian tire sales were banned, and a
certificate system was introduced.
Here’s how it worked:
1. Tires and tubes could not be purchased without government approval.
2.Civilians had to apply to a local Rationing Board, which evaluated whether their
need was essential.
3.If approved, the individual was issued a certificate that allowed them to buy a
tire or inner tube.
4.Those eligible were usually:
o Farmers (who needed trucks and tractors for food production)
Doctors and nurses
Delivery drivers
Utility workers
Law enforcement or mail carriers

O O O O

For rural Missourians—especially farmers—being issued a certificate was a serious
acknowledgment of their importance to the local and national economy. Keeping
farm vehicles running was vital for food production, which supported both the
home front and the troops overseas.

Significance

e The certificate symbolized a person’s or family’s critical contribution to the war
effort.

e Itreflected a nationwide sense of sacrifice and shared responsibility—people
understood that their personal convenience was secondary to the greater
good.

e It also marked a time when even basic items like tires, sugar, coffee, and
gasoline were controlled by the federal government, showing the reach of
wartime regulation even in small rural communities.

In rural Missouri, stories often emerged of farmers carefully patching old tires
multiple times before finally applying for a certificate. In some cases, communities
pooled resources to ensure someone with a vital role—like the local doctor—could
get the tires they needed to make their rounds. 1 O 8
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Mrs. Cora Lott
dies at age 74

Mrs. Cora Jeanette Lott, 74, Sikeston,
died at noon Dec. 21 at the home of her
daughter, Mrs. J. T. Willis of rural
Charleston. She was born Dec. 25, 1906, in
Montgomery County, Miss., but came to
Mississippi County in 1923. She first lived
in the Anniston community, and later in
the Diehlstadt area.

She is survived by her husband, Eugene
Lott of the Sikeston Manor; two sons,
Willie Lott of St. Louis and Earl Lott of
Toledo, Ohio; two daughters, Mrs. Mable
Willis of rural Charleston and Mrs. Ruthie
Viola Matthews of Cleveland, Ohio; one
brother, Joe Haymer of Houston, Tex.; one
sister, Mrs. Laura McCallippi of Shaw,
Miss.; 12 grandchildren and 15 great-
grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted at
noon Dec. 26 at Greer's Chapel Baptist
Church in rural Sikeston with the pastor,
the Rev. Frank Jones, officiating. Burial
was in Oak Grove Cemetery with Sparks
Funeral Home in charge of arrangements.

Eugene Lott

in the Ohio, U.S., Death Records, 1908-1932, 1938-2022

Detail Source

Name

Gender

Race

Marital Status
Death Age

Birth Date

Birth Place
Residence Place
Death Date
Death Place
Certificate Number
Inquest Hospital

Inquest Questions

Eugene Lott
Male
Detail Source

Colored (Black) [T TN
Widowed Source Citation

FamilySearch; Salt Lake City, Utah; Arkansas County Marriages, 1838-1957
82
e Source Information

Ancestry.com. Arkansas, U.S., County Marriages Index, 1837-1957 [database
Arkansas, USA on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011,

East Cleveland, Cuyahoga, Ohio, USA
19 Aug 1982

East Cleveland, Cuyahoga, Ohio, USA
054616

Home

Certifier: Coroner; Autopsy Performed?:
Yes, Used For Certification;

Original data:

“Arkansas County Marriages, 1838-1957." Index. FamilySearch, Salt Lake City,
Utah, 2009, 2011, "Arkansas County Marriages, 1838-1057" database,
FamilySearch; from Arkansas Courts of Common Pleas and County Clerks.
Digital images of originals housed at various county courthouses in the State
of Arkansas. Marriage records.

Description
This database contains an index extracted from marriage records from
Arkansas Courts of Common Pleas and county clerks. Learn more...
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TIMELINE

MILTON LOTT
BIRTH
1903 — .
Milton was born October
20™ 1903 in Mississippi
MILTON IN 1920 —
In 1920 Milton was living e
with his father and seven
siblings in Coldwater county
Arkansas
MILTON MARRIES
1926 In 1926 Milton Marries
Mildred Mitchell in Benton
Missouri
MILTON IN 1930 —
In 1930 Milton is living in SR
Missouri with wife and two
children
1950 CENSUS
1950 — In 1950 Milton is living in
Missouri with wife and
seven children
MILTON’S DEATH
In 1981 Milton passed away |— 1981

in Sikeston Missouri
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1903

1920

When Milton Lott was born on October 20, 1903, in Mississippi, his
father, Robert, was 45 and his mother, Lillie, was 22. There are several
documents that I found for Milton Lott with conflicting dates of birth. In
the 1910 Census the intake person stated that Milton was 6 years old,
depending upon when in 1910 the census was taken, he could have been
born in 1903 or 1904. In the 1920 census the intake worker stated that
Milton was 15 years old, depending upon when the census was taken, he
could have been born in 1904 or 1905. In the 1930 census Milton was 26
years old, and again, depending upon when the census was taken, he could
have been born in 1903 or 1904. (See Robert’s timeline for a copy of the
1910 census).

Milton’s U.S. WWII Draft Card that he signed on February 16, 1942, he
gives his date of birth as October 20, 1902. The social security death index,
which would have been completed by a surviving spouse or minor child,
gives the date of birth as October 20, 1903. As I stated in the introduction,
many of the census records and yes even birth and death records etc. can
be off by a year or even more. This is just my explanation as to why I
concluded and am using the SSA records as Milton’s date of birth October
20, 1903.

Note: Refer to the introduction regarding Midwives.

In 1920 Census Milton is living in Coldwater township Cross county
Arkansas. Robert is listed as the head of the household and he is living with
eight children.

Note: For those who are in the Milton Lott Branch look who is living next
door to Robert and his family. Jake Mitchell is Mildred Mitchell’s father.
Mildred Mitchell is 11 years old, and my great grandpa Jake is listed as a 35
year old widower. I found in later documents that great grandpa Jake
remarried and had at least one other daughter.

1

I always wondered how Grandpa Milton and Grandma Mildred met .~
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Milton married Mildred Mitchell on December 17, 1926, in
Benton, Missouri. They had 11 children in 21 years.

1926 —— NOTE: Mildred was under the age of 21 when she got married and
her legal guardian had to sign and give consent for the marriage,
this person’s name was Ella Lott.

1930 —

Scott 3 Recordmages For Scott » 1920-1929
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In this 1930 census we see Milton as the head of the
household living with his wife Mildred; Daughter Alee

and Son Jodie . His occupation cotton Farmer.
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This is a page from the Bible of Milton and Mildred. Here Mildred
wrote down the names and years of birth for their children. In terms
of collecting vital life events, Family bibles are priceless, especially if
there are no other documents.
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Grandpa Milton, as with most of his other brothers and family members, were
farmers. Cotton was one of the main items that they farmed although there
were various other types of farmers. Here is what I found when researching what
it may have been like to be a sharecropper farming cotton between the years
1880-1940. I know that Grandpa Milton was a sharecropper and to my
knowledge, he did not own that little house that we visited for many years.

COTTON FARMING AND SHARECROPPING

The history of cotton farming in rural Sikeston, Missouri (1880-1940) —
especially for African American sharecroppers — is deeply tied to the larger story
of the Mississippi Delta region, post-Civil War Reconstruction, and the rise of the
tenant farming economy. Here’s a detailed look at that period and how it shaped
the lives of Black families in Sikeston and the surrounding counties:

Cotton Farming in Rural Sikeston (1880-1940)

? Location Context

Sikeston is in Scott County, located in the Missouri Bootheel, a fertile agricultural
region with flatlands ideal for cotton, corn, and soybean production. This area
shares strong geographic, cultural, and economic ties with the Mississippi Delta
— including Arkansas, Tennessee, and Mississippi.

/¥ African American Sharecroppers: 1880-1940

Post-Reconstruction & the Rise of Sharecropping (1880s-1900)

After slavery ended in 1865, African Americans in southeastern Missouri — many
of whom were formerly enslaved or children of freedmen — became part of the
sharecropping and tenant farming system.

Land ownership was rare for Black families. Instead, they worked the land owned
by white planters or landowners in exchange for a portion of the crop.

In theory, sharecropping offered “freedom with work.” In reality, it was often a
cycle of debt and poverty, especially when landowners manipulated records,
controlled credit at local stores, and withheld earnings.

“They worked from sunup to sundown, raised cotton and kids, and hoped the
tally at the end of the season wasn'’t rigged — but it often was.”

$ Cotton Economy & Debt Peonage

Cotton was king in the Bootheel. Sikeston and nearby towns like New Madrid and
Charleston were cotton trading centers, with gins, warehouses, and railroads
transporting bales to St. Louis and Memphis.

Most Black families couldn’t access cash wages. They were paid “on the credit”
— forced to buy food, seed, tools, and clothing on store credit, deducted from
their future harvest.

If the crop failed or was undervalued by the landowner, the sharecropper ended
the year in debt — which bound them to the land for another season.
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Continued

% Living Conditions

African American sharecroppers lived in simple shacks on the farms they
worked — often with no electricity, indoor plumbing, or adequate medical care.
Families often farmed 10-20 acres of cotton by hand, including children, who
were pulled from school to work during planting and harvest.

Churches and schools were the center of rural Black life — especially in towns
like Sikeston and Charleston, where communities built what they could with
limited resources.

&8 Transportation & Migration

The Frisco Railroad passed through Sikeston, allowing planters to move cotton to
markets — and eventually giving African Americans a way out during the Great
Migration.

In the 1910s-1940s, as mechanization slowly reduced the need for hand labor,
thousands of African American families from southeastern Missouri began
moving to cities like Chicago, St. Louis, and Detroit in search of factory jobs and
better lives.

® Resistance & Self-Determination

Despite harsh conditions, Black sharecroppers formed tight-knit communities,
organized churches (like AME and Baptist congregations), created fraternal
lodges, and supported each other through informal credit systems and mutual
aid.

Some African American farmers purchased small plots of land over time,
becoming landowners — a powerful act of independence and resistance during a
time of systemic racism and economic control.

"7 Key Turning Points: 1880-1940
Year Event

» 1880s Sharecropping firmly established; cotton dominates Bootheel

» 1890s Railroads expand, tying Sikeston to larger cotton markets

e 1910s First Great Migration begins; some families leave Missouri

e 1927 Great Mississippi River Flood devastates farmland, worsens poverty

e 1930s New Deal programs (like the AAA) offer limited support to tenant
farmers, often excluding Black sharecroppers

e 1940 Mechanization and WWII industry spark more out-migration

= Legacy

By 1940, many African American families in rural Sikeston had spent generations
working the same cotton fields with little to show for it. Still, they left behind a
legacy of strength, dignity, and community that became the foundation for civil
rights activism and urban Black communities in the North and Midwest.
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1942

1950

1985

While Milton never served in the World War II, here is an
image of his draft card that he signed on February 16, 1942.

5., Warld War [1 Diraf for Milton Grant Lott

EEESTRATION :‘“:'S!"' s s w b Ty 17, MY ool e s Db 2. 1)
BTN TR T
Latt |

In the 1950 census Milton is listed as the head of his household living with
wife Mildred and seven children, John Henry being the youngest at 4 years old.
They were living in Richland township, Scott county Missouri. I noticed that
there are the initials R.R. as the house or apartment number, I am pretty sure
that this stood for Rural Route. The only house that I can remember is the little
house across from a railroad track and a little church.

In addition, I noticed that Milton is living next door to his sister Annie (aunt
Daught) and her husband Ed Willis and their two grandchildren.

1950 United States Federal sus for Milton Lott

Missouri + Richiand 3 10038

louso oo <
Uwiing o o = Maritad cog
?"mINmW Fam - Acies L Relationship g Race Gende Aps o Bath Place B

Milton died on August 25, 1985, in Missouri at
the age of 81.

Milton Lott

in the U.S,, Social Security Death Index, 1935-2014

Detall  Source

Detail Source

Source Citation
< i Social Security Administration; Washington D.C., USA; Social Security Death
Name Milton Lott Incex, Master File

Source Information
Birth Date 20 Oct 1903 Ancestrycom. LS., Social Security Death Index, 1935-2014 [database on-line]
Prove, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2014,

s Issue year Before 1951 Original data: Social Security Administration. Social Security Death Index,
—~ ) Master File. Social Security Administration.
Issue State Missouri
Description
— Last Residence 63801, Sikeston, Scott, Missouri, USA The Social Security Administration Death Master File contains information on
— millions of deceased individuals with United States social security numbers
e— % B whose deaths were reported 1o the Social Security Administration. Birth years
Death Date Aug 1985 for the individuals listed range from 1875 1o last year. Information in these
records includes name, birth date, death date, and last known residence.

Leam more
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CHAPTER EIGHT

GARLAND LOTT

— BRANCH —

1909
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TIMELINE

GARLAND LOTT
“UNCLE HOOK”

GARLAND’S BIRTH

Garland was bornin 1909 in |— 1909
Mississippi, Montgomery county

GARLAND AT THE AGE
1920 — OF 11
In 1920 Garland at the age of
11 living with his father and
seven siblings
GARLAND MARRIES
On February 8™ 1928
. . — 1928
Garland married Sallie
Taylor in Kewanee
in the county of
New Madrid Missouri
GARLAND AT AGE 30
At age 30 Garland was living
1950 - with his wife and four
children in Arkansas,
Clearlake Twsp
GARLAND’S DEATH
Garland’s death remains ET———

somewhat of a mystery. The [ ?gtseor
last document that list his
status was in 1950
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In this 1910 Census Garland is 10 months old

1909 ————
1910 United States Federal Census for Garllin Lott
Mississippi > Montgomery » Beat4 > District 0090
Name Relation Sex Race Age
¥ Q 2ol falo |
1L Rebok 15 AR
Lutie | -Aide, T1704 0]
| —  (loma’ naw;,@m A/ 1/
Gl | Caullf 7 L !
1910
In this 1920 census Garland was living with
his father and seven siblings
1920 United States Federal Census for Gahline Lott
Arkansas > Cross » Coldwater > District 0072
= 2 35 o
ol P %
@ % Name Relation E E sl | W
B a S TSo e
: AT
=T Wm AT
AT
el gl
misli%t
.h t'-
1920 —— Soy i{
; Gl 2_
750 N VIEIE ]
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o

1928

In the 1920 census it said that Gerland was eleven years
old. Eight years later he married Sallie Taylor on Feb 28,
1928. At the time of marriage he would have been around
the age 19, however the marriage license said that he was
at least over the age of 21.

%‘\4&D

340 ‘*’ ;

JVN s
— R R R TR N [ —

MARRIAGE LICENSE

STATE OF MISSOURI,
County of New Madrid THIS LICENSE authorizes any Jurdge of a Court of Reound, o Justice of the Peace, or any

licensed o ontained Preacher of the Gospel, wha iyfa Citize of ﬂu-\!.'su ‘Ql.m'- ora ?u j Pastor of any Church ia this
& £ o
Sate, o \}JH‘}I\III 'm\HIj;I betwe ——
= o o Staje o Missouri,
i "{3 - r/’ —in the County of NL?M}I,’M’ j}u ,H. :/: . /@‘ //
éwlu: is Ay, 0t the age af teenty-one years | and =08
z/( k. e = ,/

ol —_in ihe County of New Madrid and State of H
wh s f — \he age of Iwenly-one years.

A Yra 4 ) WITNESS, iy hand as l{csv?zal' Daoedds, wuh !In ;nt of nffe In—r:l o ailixed, at my office in New Mﬁrkl

dlay ul’ = }" et / - 3”1}(
, /f f‘ . . —ﬂ -
iy - ey, Recorder of Deeds.

Ma. this ot

STATE OF MISSOURI, - 7
FATE b _ e z,,‘,,,_,,,/,_:f/_g’/,, i
t}umly of New Madrid ] This is 1o ceni )}L-l e, nler :.’,I..?, — .
Al a® ’{"“’"’ LR . in il County, o the B rd day wll oy AL Dy 10,
e o Marvioge e alose named persons 2 and | furher Centily that T an Iq,-.ully pralificrl ey the Law vnl the State af Misssari 1o
sidenmize Marviages. ( / ” /)

;v .:/”// u.-,, S

¢
Fibked for resoml on the . /é--'.'/"-' ~ daynf ' o /’ s, '/U B E
FA s, 7 /. Ll i / ) _

o R Keeorder of Deeds,

I have the feeling that during that time period it really
wasn’t that 1mportant to verify the age of

the marriage applicants. ‘ @
&

©©
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1940 — o

1950

In the 1940 census Garland was living with his wife
Sallie and their four children: Elizabeth, John, Louise
Lovie and his brother West.

1940 United States Federal Census for Garland Latt

Arkansas > Mississippi > Clear Lake > 47-21

il @)

m——— e T T - —
D [/ 2 O dy 2904 [y ,ff._-l_
G I - ~ . = ’

! _ olatl o /M/l_/ A !:_’7' -
'» Ry ) -
alsl L tdea bl b { M.L'{{,.._ A...E__ Led 1)
. | Y L /
Gt |t Hirk |4
iz, - 0
— ".£n4¢49~* A / _;l; Thea |0
: ( = AP
E— Bae e s .L/,rrL gsf7.4 /..A-.‘:-:f&&u.:. k Reg |
-— B /;{‘(fw _____;_'_d_;‘_‘iL"’ yj_ 3,
In this 1950 census Garland is living with his
wife Sallie and their three children: John,
Louise and Lovie.
1950 United States Federal Census for Gerlin Lott
Ohio > Cuyahoga > Berea > 18-26
Q N Ralationshi fv Marital
: ame ationship 5 Race Gende Age Status Birth Place
™ 13 ‘T iy AP
kg BY Hon! eawr._
% f 32 Jpow

72&7# (9 Meer
A.)l,.if":/‘?i

In the United States, census records are made public 72 years
after they are collected. The most recent publicly available
census is from 1950, and the 1960 census will not be released
until 2032. Since I have not yet confirmed when Garland passed
away, Ancestry recommends listing the date of death as “after”
the last verified record—in this case, the 1950 census. For that
reason, I have recorded his death as occurring “sometime after
1950.”

If anyone has additional information about Great Uncle
Garland, I would be grateful to include it in the record.
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CHAPTER TEN

ETHEL LOTT

— BRANCH —

1910
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TIMELINE

ETHEL LOTT
“AUNT SIS”

ETHELS BIRTH

Ethel was born on — 1910
December 10" 1910, in
Mississippi

1920 |

ETHEL AT THE AGE OF 10

In 1920 at the age of 10 Ethel
is living with her father and
seven siblings

1930 CENSUS

In 1930 Ethel was living with

her husband Eugene Smith [— 1930

and Son Roy E. in
Mississippi

2001 - |

ETHEL’S DEATH
Ethel died on October 25,
2001, in Sikeston, Missouri,
at the age of 90,
and was buried there.
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Ethel Lott was born on December 10,
1910, in Booneville, Mississippi, to Robert
and Lillie.

In this 1920 census Ethel (here spelled Ethelina), is ten years
old and living with her father Robert and seven siblings: Eugene,
Milton, Clinton, Weston, Gerlin and Myrtle. Her mother Lillie is
noticeably out of the household. It is uncertain when Robert and
Lillie separated/divorced but Lillie is seen in a 1920 census living
with her daughter Annie and Annie’s daughter Mary. (see chapter
one)

1920 Census

1920 United States Federal Census for Ethelina Lott

Arkansas > Cross > Coldwater > District 0072

o 2 5
@ Name Relation g 2
_ =5
o ::Fm S
3:%:“ AL
\ N &
ATRY : 45 i 5
L P % 01, élil
Y v
A v % i
1920 ——— K % A Slawliin N &élsl)
L W, L ;‘ Q -

In this 1930 census Ethel is married and living with her husband
Eugene Smith, her son Roy E. and Eugene’s brother Roy. I says that she
is 17 years old but in the 1920 census she was 10. There is an
approximate 2 - 3 year difference in age.

1930 United States Federal Census for Ethel Smith

Mississippi > Prentiss > Beat4 » District 0010

Marit:

Home
Race Ade i

Name Relation
Value

,‘"\_\ Home Oy
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A NOTE REGARDING ETHELS’ MARRIAGES.

I wasn’t able to find copies of Ethel’s marriage licenses, but
we do know that she was married several times. We see her
living with her husband Eugene Smith in the 1930 census and in
her obituary Ethel’s family notes that she was married two times
to a Eugene Smith and Willie Allen. However, there is no
mention of a Mr. McClellan, yet the family acknowledges the
name McClellan by putting her name as Ethel McClellan on the
cover of her obituary. Talking to grandchildren, it is thought
that she may have been married to McClellon, but no one knew
the first name of Mr. McClellon or the date of marriage.

Looking at the notes given on a social security claims
application where Ethels name was changed gives a clue
regarding the approximate marriage years:

o |
o May 1951: Name Listed As Ethel Lenie Smith; 3 ,,\«ﬁ-\» (/)j
o Jan 1971: Name Listed As Ethel Allen; 2 82 25N
e 11 Aug 1975: Name Listed As Ethel L Allen; ‘;;ﬁ? =
e 22 Aug 1977: Name Listed As Ethel L. McClellon; 2
e 02Jan 1997: Name Listed As Ethel McClellon //,{ //

Ethel Lenie Smith

in the U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007

Detail Source
Detaill Source

Name Ethel Lenie Smith
[Ethel Allen]
[Ethel McClellon]

Source Information
Ancestry.com. US., Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007
[database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2015.

ende . . . i " ”
Gendey Female Original data: Social Security Applications and Claims, 1936-2007.
Race Black
Description
Birth Date 17 Dec 1911 This database picks up where the SSDI leaves off, with details such as birth
_ date and parents’ names extracted from information filed with the Social
Birth Place Booneville S, Mississippi Security Administration through the application or claims process. Learn
[Kil Mikel Un??, Mississippi] more...
Death Date 25 0ct 2001
Father [No Name]

Mother Lillie Green

MNotes May 1951: Name Listed As Ethel Lenie
Smith; Jan 1971: Name Listed As Ethel
Allen; 11 Aug 1975: Name Listed As
Ethel L Allen; 22 Aug 1977: Name Listed
As Ethel L McClellon; 02 Jan 1997:
Name !_isged As Ethel McClellon
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2001

—|le)

Regarding conflicting last names for her mother Lillie.

In Ethel’s obituary, her mother is listed as Lillie Reed, but on Ethel’s Social Security
application, she’s listed as Lillie Green. The only other place the name Lillie Reed shows
up is on her sister Myrtle’s Social Security records.

I'm guessing that because Ethel and Myrtle were still very young when their parents
separated and ended up living with their father, they may not have known their mother’s
actual maiden name. On top of that, Ethel’s Social Security application doesn’t even list a
name for her father. It’s not clear who filled out the form, but it’s strange that such a basic
detail was left blank—especially since the 1920 census shows that their father, Robert, was
the head of household and clearly raising Ethel at the time. You'd think his name would've
been known.

To help clear things up, there’s a sworn statement from Lillie herself in the Dawes
Report (see appendix), where she gives her maiden name as Allen. That and documents
from several of Ethel’s other siblings who also state Allen as the maiden name are the
most reliable sources I have.

Aunt Sis was the last of her siblings still living and she
passed away on October 25, 2001, in Sikeston, Missouri, at
the age of 90, and was buried there. She had a contagious

laugh and spirit and I have very found memories of her.

Ethel Lenie Smith

in the U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007

Detail Source Detail Source
Name Ethel L McClelion Source Information
Ancestry.com. US,, Find a Grave®Index, 1600s-Current [database on-line].
Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2012.
Maiden Name Lot
Original data: Find a Grave. Find a Grave®. http//www.findagrave.com/cgi-
Birth Date 10 Dec 1910 bin/fg.cqi.
Birth Place Booneville, Prentiss County, ?:SZ”D‘I‘)G” . ¢ b ot don Fin
AR X s is database contains an index to cemetery and burial details posted on Fin
Missssiopl;tinted Stales.of Alefica a Grave® from the United States. The records are dated between the 1600s
and the present. Find a Grave® provides users a virtual cemetery experience,
Death Date 25 Oct 2001

Death Place

Cemetery

Burial or Cremation
Place

Has Bio?

URL

Sikeston, Scott County, Missouri,
United States of America

Sunset of Memories Cemetery

Sikeston, Scott County, Missouri,
United States of America

X

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/

32324454 /ethel-I-mcclellon

with images of grave markers from around the world, photos, biographies, and
other details uploaded by volunteers. Learn more...
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CHAPTER NINE

MYRTLE LOTT

— BRANCH —

1912
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TIMELINE
MYRTLE LOTT

MYRTHE BIRTH

Myrtle was born — 1912
in 1912 in Kilmichael
Mississippi
MYRTLE AT THE AGE OF 9
1920 — In 1920 at the age of 9 is
living with her father and
seven siblings
MYRTLE IN 1930
Living with her husband
Dennis Jackson in New — 1930
Madrid Missouri
MYRTLE MARRIES
1941 ] Myrtle Marries Hamp Miller
in Sikeston Missouri
MYRTLE’S DEATH
Myrtle passed away October
24,1995 in Cleveland Ohio 1995
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Myrtle Gertrude Lott was born on December
15, 1912, in Kilmichael, Mississippi,
to Robert and Lillie.

In this 1920 census Myrtle, is nine years old and living with
her father Robert and seven siblings: Eugene, Milton, Clinton,
Weston, Gerlin and Ethel. Her mother Lillie is noticeably out of
the household. Itis uncertain when Robert and Lillie
separated/divorced but Lillie is seen in a 1920 census living with
her daughter Annie and Annie’s daughter Mary. (see chapter one)

1920 United States Federal Census for Myrtle Lott

Arkansas > Cross > Coldwater > District 0072

o 1222 ]
4 E T ©
& :;3 % g % Name Relation gg o
ws £ A5 Tsod &
Q 50 | LS w, 1 VORI
. [ MW‘W T @ |
o1 \ ) W | /
o] Lt AN h|R
w] [ WMo Ll m
o \ SN 0 i
9 \ = v 2 i
B i 1) W Slowlidn F 1o
1920 ol [ I W\ ‘ AlG] 9
In this 1930 census Myrtle is living with her
o husband Dennis Jackson Missouri,
o New Madrid County. Myrtle Married Dennis
sometime between 1928 and 1930.
1930 United States Federal Census for Dennis Jackson
Missouri > New Madrid > New Madrid > District 0019
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1940
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l
1941 — \

In this 1940 census Myrtle was 27 years old and her and
her husband Henry Miller was living with her sister
Annie and Annies husband Edward will and Annies two
grandchildren: Mattie May and Milton Lawrence.

1940 United States Federal Census for Myrtle Miller

Missouri > New Madrid > West > 72-36
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On November 13, 1941, Myrtle was united in marriage in

Missouri to Hamp Miller, he was 38 years old and Myrtle
was 28 years old.

737
MARRIAGE LICENSE
+ STATE OF MIS'GOUHI.‘
County oF NEW MaDRID. =
THIS LICENSE authorizes any Judge of a Court of Record or any Justice of the Peace, or any licensed or ordained Preacher of
the Gospel, who is o citizen -( the United States, or who is a resident of and a pastor of any church in this State, to solomnize Marriage

lu“ru- e M — ©senstas spamteas saesHames ss sS4 SRS e e et st A e e sae eose eSS R e
i tha County of NEEoteid and State of Missour, who is of the age of
ol L. Bsadon h\wam)-nl)MﬂdundSmuul i, who is of the age of
@, PUY IS TIrPy SR———
WITNESS MY HAND, us Recorder of Deeds, with the Seal of office hereto affixed, at my office in New
S O SN T M- * O N——
(SEAL) irprne Ptea T Recorder of Deeds.
By e Lo (FHontlla Deputy. \ﬁ, 9‘:
v
s, By
STATE OF \Il‘i‘iOUl\l‘ "_'gﬂ;s
County or New Mapwio Ty <
THIS 1S TO CERTIFY, That the uadersigned ({: &’ ~rtnmpln 3
did, at.... 21..n- Dhadnth ... Inuhl.(.uumymlh: 23 _day - Ty A D wr‘x

wnite in n-mu- the above- wlmtd p-mun- and | further certily |Im\ 1 am lqully qu-!nﬁ.ul. under the lun ni llw qum of Missouri to
solemnize Marriages.

“The foregoing Certificate of Marriage was fiked for record in my office on the...dbsd _day of M A DA9EL

.................... ) 7)74#&. N—

Deputy. Recorder of Deeds.
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In this 1950 census Myrtle was 37 years old and living with
her husband Hamp Miller and Hamp Jr.

1950 United States Federal Census for Myrtle Miller

Ohio > Cuyahoga > Cleveland > 92-641

> 5 M
Name Relationship § Race £ Age o
o @
: I S
apers e
ﬂ///ﬂ", /»{4,’, | Head i Lve) | i-y7
1‘4,“7"? Wiz e
e

Myrtle passed away on October 24, 1995, in Cleveland, Ohio.

Myrtle Gertrude Miller

in the U.S,, Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007

Detail Source Detail  Source
Name Myrtle Gertrude Miller Source Information
[Myrtie G Miller] Ancestrycom. US, Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007
[Myrtle Gertrude Lott] [database on-line]. Prove, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2015.
Gender Female Original data: Social Security Applications and Claims, 1936-2007.
Race Black Description

This database picks up where the SSDI leaves off, with details such as birth

Birth Date 15 Dec 1910 date and parents’ names extracted from information filed with the Social
ri mini ion through th lication or claims pre . Learn
Birth Place Kilmichael, Mississippi mSecm: ty Adminketratio oughthe applioation or clalme proosss;
[Kilmichaell] T
Death Date 24 Oct 1995
Claim Date 26 Jul1972
Father Robert Lott
Mother Lillie Reed
SSN 300140881
Citizenship or Alien U.S. Citizen.
Status
Type of Claim Evidence Other Than Birth Record
Submitted; U.S. Citizen or Alien Allowed
to Work.

See the notes in Chapter 10 regarding the conflicting
maiden name for her mother Lillie on
this social security application.
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN

TOMMIE ANN LOTT
— ALMALOTT1891 - —— ROBERTLOTT 1898 — B —

—— SALLIELOTT1902 ——___ WINSTON LOTT 1906 ——

WESTON LOTT 1907

CLINTON ANDREW
— LOTT 1908 —

The following ancestors Alma, Tommie Ann, Robert, Sallie,
Winston, Clinton Andrew and Weston have been highlighted
in this chapter. They are all included in this one chapter
because I found little or no information about them and/or
they did not have any children. 196



ALMA LOTT
1891-1920
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ALMALOTT

In the 1900 census she is listed as the nine year old daughter to Robert.
Lillie was also in the household as Robert’s wife; however Lillie was not Alma’s
daughter. These are several documents that confirm that Alma was not Lillie’s

daughter.

« -Lillie’s date year of birth 1881 and Alma’s date of birth 1891. Lillie would
have been 10 years old if she gave birth to Alma.

» -Inthe U.S., Native American Applications for Enrollment in Five Civilized
Tribes, dated March 12, 1902, Lillie gave a sworn statement in regard to her
claim as being a descendant of the Indian Choctaw Nation. She was 21
years old at the time and had been married to Robert for approximately
five years. In the deposition she was asked who her living biological
children were and she named Annie, Robert Jr., Tommie and Dorenda, all
fathered by Robert Sr. Even though Cleveland, Alma and Elva were also
living in the household she did not claim to be their mother.

» -Inthe 1900 census they ask Lillie how many children have you given birth
to and she listed “3”. The children listed from oldest to youngest is
Cleveland, Alma, Elva, Annie, Robert and Dorenda (Corine).

Cleveland Lott (1881) in his Social Security documents list Matilda Gregory
as his biological mother, there is no other evidence that I could find that shows
Matilda Gregory as Alma or Elva's mother. Therefore, I have left biological
mother unknown for Alma and Elva until I find other evidence.

1900 United States Federal Census for Alma Lott

Mississippi > Montgomery > Lodi > District 0079
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ALMA BAINES

I've seen on several of our family records (t-shirts and flyers) where they give
Alma’s last name as Baines, however I am not sure where this information came from.
Underneath her name they list a Frank Applewhite, again I am not sure where this
information came from. (see notes below on Frank Baines)

FRANK BAINES

For years, a Frank Baines has been listed by some as one of the children of Robert
and Lillie. However, when reviewing the 1910 census, he appears in their household
as a one-year-old “step-son.” That naturally raises the question—whose step-son was
he? If Lillie was his stepmother, then his last name would likely have been Frank Lott.
By the time of the 1920 census, Lillie is no longer living in the household with Robert.
He is shown with all the minor children in his care—but Frank Baines is no longer with
them. Meanwhile, Lillie is living separately with just her daughter and granddaughter.
Frank Baines or Applewhite does not appear to be with either of them. I've found no
other records for Frank beyond this 1910 census entry.

Digging a little deeper into the same 1910 census, I noticed that an eleven-year-old
Willie Baines is living next door with Dock and Laura Doyle and Willie is listed as their
“step-son.” Looking through the surrounding pages of that census, I found multiple
Baines families in the area. It’s possible that these children were brothers and were
being cared for by different households, perhaps due to circumstances preventing
their biological parents from raising them at the time.

Some relatives have suggested that Frank Baines might also appear in records as
Frank Applewhite. However, I've been unable to find any documentation linking a
Frank Applewhite to this particular Frank Baines.

Because of the uncertainty and lack of supporting records, I chose not to list Frank
as a child of either Robert or Lillie. If anyone has information or documentation that
clearly connects him to the family, I would be more than happy to include it. As

always, this is just my interpretation based on the evidence currently available, and I
absolutely welcome any additional insights or research others may have.

1910 United States Federal Census for Alma Lott
Mississippi > Montgomery > Beat4 ) District 0090
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ROBERT LOTT JR.
1898-1911

Robert is listed in the 1900 and 1910 census, however I
was not able to find any other information about him. (see
census in Alma’s record).
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TOMMIE ANN LOTT
1901-1903

Lillie Lott in her 1902 Dawes Indian statement (see
appendix) said that she has a child born in 1901, Tommie Ann
Lott. However, Tommie Ann is not listed in any future census,
and I cannot find her anywhere else. I assume that she may
have passed away prior to the 1910 census.

201



SALLIE LOTT
1902-1975
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In the 1930 census Sally is married and living with her husband
C.B. Betts and her step-son David. She is living on the same street as
her brothers Eugene and Milton and her sisters Myrtle and Annie.

1830 United States Federal Census for Sally Betts

Missouri > New Madrid > Mew Madrid > District 0019
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ON DECEMBER 12TH, 1921, A RECORD FROM ‘@:‘Q

ARKANSAS UNDER CB BETTS SHOWS HIS MARRIAGE ‘%&‘i\w é’il’*
& 3 %

TO SALLIE LOTT.

C B Betts

in the Arkansas, U.S., County Marriages Index, 1837-1957

Detail Source

Detail Source

Nerng CBBetts Source Citation
Gander Male FamilySearch; Salt Lake City, Uah; Arkansas County Marriages, 1838-1957
Marriage Age 37 Source Information

Ancestry.com. Arkansas, U.S., County Marriages Index, 1837-1957 [database
Event Type Marriage on-line]. Prove, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011,
Birth Date 1884 Original data:
Marriage License Date 10 Dec 1921 "Arkansas County Marriages, 1838-1957" Index. FamilySearch, Salt Lake City,

Utah, 2009, 2011, "Arkansas County Marriages, 1838-1957" database,
Marriage Date 12 Dec 1921 FamilySearch; from Arkansas Courts of Common Pleas and County Clerks.

Marriage Place
Residence Date
Residence Place
Spouse

FHL Film Number

Cross, Arkansas, USA

1921

Leuesque, Cross, Arkansas
Sallie Lott

1023993

Digital images of originals housed at various county courthouses in the State
of Arkansas. Marriage records.

Description
This database contains an index extracted from marriage records from
Arkansas Courts of Common Pleas and county clerks. Learn more...
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In the 1950 census Sallie is living in Berea Ohio with her
brother Wesly, nephew Roy and although they list Joddie as
the son, he is in fact the nephew. See 1930 census and other
notes and records in Milton and Mildred Lotts chapter.

She is listed as Sallie Halliburton but separated. So
sometime between 1930 and 1950 she divorced CB Betts,
married Mr. Halliburton (could not find his first name) and
subsequently separated from him. Her social security records
and death records list her name as Sallie Halliburton.

1860 United States Federal Census for Sallie Halliburton

Oihéo » Cuyahoga > Berea > 18-28
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SALLIE PASSED AWAY ON MARCH 30,1975

. .
Sallie Halliburton Sallie Halliburton
in the U.S., Social Security Death Index, 1935-2014 5 -
in the Ohio, ULS., Death Records, 1908-1932, 1938-2022
Detail  Source Defall, Source
Name Sallie Halliburton Name Sallle Halliburton
@ Gender Female
1Mar1902 Race Colored (Black)
Issue year Before 1951 Marital Status Widowed
e Death Age 74
Last Residence 44104, Cleveland, Cuyahoga, Ohio,
usa Birth e Abt 191
Death Date Mar 1975 Residence Place Cleveland, Cuyahoga, Ohio, USA
Death Date 30 Mar 1975
/\\‘ Death Place Cleveland, Cuyahoga, Ohio, USA
[ah.dh
Ceniticate Number 024552

St Vincent Charity Hospital

Inquest Questions Certifier: Physician; Autopsy

—
f— Performed?: No Autopsy Performed;
0
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WINSTON LOTT
1906-1909

Winston is listed in the 1910 census he was five
years old. He was not in Robert’s or Lillie’s 1920
census, he would have been 15. I wasn't able to
find any other information about Winston.
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CLINTON ANDREW
LOTT —
1907-1944
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Clinton appears in the 1920 census as a thirteen-year-old,
but he’s noticeably absent from the 1910 census, where he
would have been around three years old. Initially, I wondered if
Clinton and Winston might have been the same person—
especially since both of their birth years fall between those of
Milton and Weston, and Winston is not listed in the 1920
census. However, the age gap between the two in the available
records is too significant for them to be the same individual.

On the census he is listed as Clinton but on his death
certificate his name is listed as Andrew Lott.The place of his
death was Clinton Kentucky.

1920 United States Federal Census for Clinton Lott

Arkansas > Cross > Coldwater > District 0072
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Clinton died tragically when he was hit by a train while in
Kentucky. There are stories that say he was murdered and then
placed on the tracks and his brothers went to Kentucky to seek
revenge but could not find the source.

His name is documented as Clinton Andrew and when I looked
at the death certificate.

I've seen on several of our family records (t-shirts and flyers)
where they list a child of Clinton’s by the name of Louise, however
I am not sure where this information came from and did not list

her as a child of Clinton’s.

Clinton Andrew passed away on
January 29, 1944
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WESTON LOTT
1908-1971
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In the 1910 census they spell his name Veston. In the 1920 census
they spell his name Weston. In the 1940 census they spell his name
West and he is living with his brother Garland and his family. In the
1950 census they spell his name Wesley.

He did not have any children, and I was unable to find out any other
information about him. I do have personal memories of when I was
little; our family would ride into Cleveland and visit Aunt Mrytle, Aunt
Sallie and Uncle West where they all lived in a duplex.

1940 United States Federal Census for West Latt

Arkansas > Mississippi > Clear Lake > 47-21
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Weston passed away
August of 1971

Weston Lott
in the U.S., Social Security Death Index, 1935-2014

Detail Source

Name Weston Lott
Social Security @
Number
Birth Date 3 Mar 1907
Issue year Before 1951
/——\\ Issue State Ohio
Last Residence 44104, Cleveland, Cuyahoga, Ohio,
— USA
= Death Date Aug 1971
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OTHER NAMES MENTIONED ON T-SHIRTS ETC.

Other names that have been mentioned as Robert’s children or
grandchildren that I have not been able to find any information
about.

CLAUD

On one of our family t-shirts there is a Claud who is listed as
one of Robert’s children. His wife is listed as Helen. I am not
sure where this information came from and I did not list him as
a child of Robert. If anyone has any other information
regarding Claud, please let me know.

TEA, JAMES AND MARY

There are three children listed as Elva’s children who I have not
been able to find any information on, and their names are Tea,
James, and Mary. I saw where they were documented in “Family
Search” however there is no source information regarding
these individuals; therefore, I did not list them as siblings of
Elva. AGAIN, this is only my opinion, and I welcome any other
research notes.
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THE SUNSET ADDITION IN SIKESTON MISSOURI

Recently I was asked by one of my cousins what were some of the
historical memories and/or landmarks in Sikeston. I immediately thought
about how my father and mother told us that when they were younger, they
loved hanging out in the “Dittion”. This was a place near the town where
they went to party, hang out at “Juke Joints”. They shopped at the stores and
socialized with other people in the town. As years went by, as best I could
remember I thought that it was actually called the American Addition.

I asked ChatGpt to give me some background concerning the American
Addition in rural Sikeston Missouri in the 1920’s. Without me mentioning
anything about race, the following is the response. Also, it wasn’t called
American Addition but Sunset Addition.

In Sikeston, Missouri, the Sunset Addition was a significant African-American
settlement, especially during a time of racial segregation.

Key Points about the Sunset Addition:
o Location and Origins: It was located west of the main city, built on the

old Tri-County Fairgrounds, and primarily consisted of small houses and
shacks.

e A "Sanctuary" and Community Hub: While it was a product of racial
segregation, Sunset served as a sanctuary for the Black population,
fostered a sense of community, and had its own businesses, schools,
churches, and social activities.

o Cotton Boom and Migration: The arrival of the cotton boom in Southeast
Missouri in the early 20th century attracted thousands of Black workers

to the area, many of whom settled in the Sunset Addition.

o Self-Sufficiency and Community Life: Residents of the Sunset Addition
largely stayed within their community for their needs, with local
businesses, schools, and social life centered there.

The term "Sunset Addition" is consistently used to describe the historically
Black neighborhood in Sikeston, Missouri. BELOW IS NOT A PICTURE IN
SIKESTON.




CONCLUSION

As I bring this book to a close, my heart is full. Tracing the lives of Jeff and
Harriet, Robert and Lillie, and their sixteen children has been more than a
journey through history — it has been a sacred act of remembrance. Their lives,
full of faith, hardship, love, and resilience, are the roots from which we all have
grown. Through documents, photos, and stories, I've tried to breathe life back
into names that should never be forgotten. This book is my way of honoring them
— and reminding all of us that we are part of something bigger than ourselves.

As I'wrote, I often found myself pausing, reflecting, and praying — asking God
to help me tell their stories truthfully and with love. These were real people who
faced real struggles, yet they kept going. They endured through times when the
world wasn’t always kind or fair, but they held on to family, to faith, and to one
another. We are living proof of their strength. Their sacrifices gave us
opportunities they could only dream of. Let us not take that lightly.

But this story is not finished — and it was never meant to be. I believe each of
us has been entrusted with a piece of this legacy. I invite you to take what you
find here and carry it forward: correct what needs correcting, add what is
missing, and share your own truths. If you have memories, documents, or stories
that weren’t included, I would be honored to help preserve them. Each voice
matters. Each contribution deepens the meaning of what we’re building together.

Pass this history on to your children and grandchildren, so they know whose
prayers and sacrifices paved the way for their lives today. Let this book be more
than a record; let it be a living tribute — not just to our past, but to our future,
built on love, strength, and the unbreakable bond of family. My prayer is that this
legacy will continue to grow — not just in pages, but in the hearts of those who
read it.

Thank you for allowing me to be a part of this journey. It has truly been a labor
of love — not just for the past, but for each and every one of you. May we never
forget where we came from, and may we always walk forward together, rooted in
love, and covered in grace.

Loving,

Y our Relative
Linde [ oll K uorw
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- Ethel Rowe Dickerson one of our family Historians and
Photojournalist. Ethel gave a wealth of knowledge and data that contributed to this
book. She contributes to the Robert Lott Family Tree that is on the website Family
Search. When I was stuck and could not find certain information, you can be sure
that Ethel had it documented on Family Search. Together we collaborated by
comparing our notes, obituaries, census records and family photos etc. THANK YOU,

Felicia Gully is also one of the family Historians and Photojournalist.

She was my go to person when it came to collecting pictures and other pertinent
information. Heck, she even had old pictures from my mom’s side of the family ----). ~_~
You go girl! Thank you so much for all of your help.

Branch Captains:

I came up with the term Branch Captain, one who acts as a go between gathering
family information, in particular the descendant survey forms. And while there is
only one officially named Branch Captain, I am naming several honorary Branch
Captains because they were so instrumental in helping to get the surveys and
photos in.

- To Branch Captain Renee Lott. Renee went above and beyond gathering
information. Not only from her primary branch but from other branches of the
family. THANK YOU, RENEE.

- Then there is Laura Carter Forte. Laura is another Branch captain that sent in no
less than 20 sheets of survey forms. She too, went above and beyond. THANK YOU,
LAURA.

- Then there is Branch Captain Daniel Lott Palmer. Daniel also collected surveys
from quit a few family members and submitted photos to boot. THANK YOU, DANIEL!

- Another honorary Branch Captain, Collin Applewhite. Collin also collected surveys
from several branches and submitted a plethora of other information. THANK YOU,
COLLIN!

Last but not least a special thanks to ALL OF YOU. To all of the Family Members
who supplied information dedicated to preserving history, thank you. Your efforts
have made it possible to honor and remember the lives, struggles, and legacies of 2 16
those who came before us.



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Linda Lott Knox, Author and Family Historian

I am the 7th of eight children born to Joddie Lott Sr. My grandpa was
Milton Lott and great-grandpa Robert Lott; and it has been an honor and
privilege to dive into the history of our ancestors. I have been interested
in family history for years. I composed my first family tree booklet over
20 years ago for my mother’s side of the family. I love to research,
explore and discover new things. Many of you also research and have
delved into family history, there is nothing special about me I just
decided to try to document what I found in book.

As I set out to compile the Lott Family History Book, my goal was to
uncover and preserve the intricate story of our family’s past. This book is
more than just a collection of names and dates—it is a tribute to the lives,
struggles, triumphs, and legacies of those who came before us. Through
its pages, I hope to provide a window into our ancestors’ world, honoring
their experiences and ensuring their stories live on for future
generations.

The journey of piecing together our family’s history has been both
challenging and deeply rewarding. I have sifted through archives,
examined old photographs, and listened to countless stories passed
down through generations. Each discovery has provided a deeper
understanding of our ancestors, their resilience, their dreams, and the
enduring connections that have shaped our family across time.

This book is a labor of love, a way to bridge the past and the present. It is
my hope that as you turn these pages, you will feel a sense of connection
to those who came before us and a greater appreciation for the legacy
we inherit. Our history is not just something to be remembered, it is
something to be celebrated, cherished, and carried forward into the
future.
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END NOTES

My Family Tree on Ancestry

I have a family tree on Ancestry called Linda Lott Knox Family tree. Ancestry is
free sign up and all of the main life events (i.e. dates of birth etc.) that I have
on this tree are marked private for all living family members. The tree includes
additional information on the descendants of Robert (born 1858), including
birth and death records, obituaries, military records, and more. Even if I grant
someone access to view the tree, any life events for living individuals will
remain hidden—those details are visible only to me. Only the life events of
deceased individuals are publicly viewable.

If you are a member of Ancestry and would like to view my tree, email me and
I will send the information.

Lott Family History Website

I also made a family member only website, meaning family members will have
to register with their username and email address in order to view the site (this
is a free membership). The website will feature upcoming events and have
snippets of past events, family stories, pictures, family recipes, awards and
achievement etc. It is still a work in progress, and I'll need your help gathering
information such as photos, videos and anything else that will help to
document family history. www.robertlottfamilytree.com.

THIS WEBSITE IS NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH THE LOTT FAMILY.INFO
WEBSITE THAT IS PRIMARILY USED TO SHOWCASE FAMILY REUNIONS AND
REGISTRATION FOR THE REUNIONS ETC.

Email address: robertlottfamily@gmail.com
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INFORMATION SOURCE FOR THIS BOOK

The completion of this family history book would not have been
possible without the wealth of historical records, resources, and tools
available for genealogical research. I would like to express my deep
gratitude to the many institutions and platforms that helped me
uncover the rich story of our family’s past.

A special thanks to the U.S. Census Bureau, the National Archives
and Records Administration (NARA), and various Bureaus of Vital
Statistics for preserving invaluable historical records that allowed me
to trace generations of our family. I am also grateful to the Social
Security Administration for providing essential documentation that
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219



=i {2V (=2 o
EURCHE O L
Oeeds ate planted, @ leaf Hlassams and bhen i ages, falls and dies.
e seed of lfe is planted and bt bfe blassams and dies,
luve youn best in his cincle of life/
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DAWES COMMISSION REPORT

The following are statements and testimony from Lillie Lott to determine whether or not she was entitled to
Choctaw land. She was represented by attorneys S.A. Beadle and A.W. Jones. She gives a lot of interesting
information regarding her parents and siblings etc. This particular report that | found was over 1000 pages long
because it included other applicants, but | extracted 31 pages of just Lillie’s testimony and the final decision. The
application was ultimately denied but this is a nice piece of our history.

First page gives a little history as to how and why the Dawes Commission was created.

TO GO STRAIGHT TO LILLIE’S TESTAMONY LOOK AT PAGES 4-9.
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DAWES COMMISSION

Below is a very good YouTube explanation about the Dawes Commission
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PHveNnEMQQw&t=1177s
Finding your Native Roots the Dawes Rolls

The Dawes Commission was a federal commission that negotiated agreements with the Five
Civilized Tribes of Oklahoma from 1893 to 1914. The commission's goal was to end tribal
ownership of land and distribute it among individual tribal members.

» The commission accepted applications for tribal enrollment from 1899 to 1907

* Applicants were categorized as citizens by blood, marriage, or freedmen
» The commission created new citizenship rolls for each tribe

» The commission allotted land to approved applicants

» The commission required applicants to live in Indian Territory

Approved on February 8, 1887, "An Act to Provide for the Allotment of Lands in Severalty to
Indians on the Various Reservations," known as the Dawes Act, emphasized severalty - the
treatment of Native Americans as individuals rather than as members of tribes.

The Dawes Act of 1887 broke up tribal lands, forcing Native Americans to become individual
farmers and assimilate into white American culture. The act severely reduced Native American
land ownership and sovereignty.

How did the Dawes Act affect Native Americans?

* Land loss: The act stripped over 90 million acres of tribal land from Native Americans.

* Forced assimilation: The act encouraged Native Americans to adopt white clothing and farming
practices.

* Loss of culture: The act destroyed Native American culture and communal ownership of land.

* Loss of sovereignty: The act undermined tribal organizations and sovereignty.

» Economic hardship: The act left many Native Americans with land that was unsuitable for
farming, and without the resources to farm it.

» Boarding schools: The act required Indian children to attend boarding schools where they were
taught to assimilate into white culture.

Is the Dawes Act still in effect?

No, the Dawes Act is not in effect, but its effects are still felt today. The Dawes Act, also known
as the General Allotment Act, was passed in 1887 to break up tribal lands and assimilate Native
Americans into white culture. The allotment process was ended in 1934 by the Indian
Reorganization Act.

To be eligible for tribal enrolment one first had to be a member of the five civilized tribes
Cherokee, Choctaw, Creek, Chickasaw and Seminole. The following is Lillie Allen’s deposition
before a committee in order to determine whether or not she was in fact a descendant of the
Choctaw Tribe and therefore entitled to a portion of Indian territory/land.

https://www.google.com/search?
g=dawes+commission%3F&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1064US1064&oqg=dawes+commission%3F&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAE
EUYOTIHCAEQABIABDIHCAIQABIABDIHCAMQABIABDIHCAQQABIABDIHCAUQABIABDIICAYQABgWGB4yCAgHEAAYFhge
MggICBAAGBYYHjlICAKQABgWGB7SAQoxMDI2MmowajE1qAlIsAIB8QUFQ_tfqrP2TPEFHOP7X6qz9kw&sourceid=ch rome? 2 3
e=UTF-8



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE OIVILIZED TR IBES,

T T R B

In the matter of the appligation of Lillie lott,
et al,, for identifigation as
Miseissippi Chootars.
¥.C.,R.4781,

List of papers
forwarded to the Jecoretary of the Interdor, with :&r record In t

above cape, togother with the page occupied by ecach
in shid record, i
N
pa. e
original application of Lillile Lots,
et al,, to the Pawes Commission for identi-
fication as !'ississippi Chootaws, 1

Deginion,
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artment ef the Interier
Commimsion to the ¥ive Civilised Tribes,
Weridian Missisedppi, February 14,1902,

In the matter of the sppliontionef TLillies Teti, fer the
identirication of herself and four mimer childrem, Annie Tes, Robert
Lea, Derinda and Temmis Aan, as "Heslesippi Chootaws,

Appaaranaan:
S.4,Bendle, Atterney for ligant,
A, W, Jones, Agent fer mpplieant,

TAllie Teti, having been first duly swern, upen her
enth testified as feollews:

Exuminat ion by the Commission,

R What is your name? A Rillile Tett,
) I::l #ld ars vou? A Wil! bs twenty one tha sighth of thia seming
mon th,
li“}i[n muoh Cheotas Bleod *awe you? A ¥y sether's father was a whole
wn,
3 You olaim te be a tar then do you? A Yes, weir,
What's your pest effice addross? A Kilmichael, Wississippi.
Q "™at sounty A Men nery.,
How leng have you lived in Montgomery CQeunty? A Heum living
o all my 1life,
la your falhar living? A Yes, sir.
Whar's hiv nume? A Oecrge Alleb,
Ie your methear living? A Yew, air,
What's her name? A Sallie Allen.
Throu h whiach ene of your parents do you get your Choniaw bleed?
My mother,
Hew mush Cheotaw bleod dv you elalm youwr mether has? A Well, her
ather wus & whole lnadian,
Don't you know how much that would cake her? A Half, 1 reckoen.
Your mether's mother had ne Iandlan btlevd? A Ne, sir,
War your mother & slave? A Bir?
¥as yeur mother & slave? A No, sir,
Va8 her father a slave? A No, o'r.
ot e thar? A Yes, air,
How old i o ur mother? A She 1s about sixty four years eold,
H:: gho men beors this Comniemion? A Ne, sir,
leng has she 1ived in Mont gomer y ﬂllll‘l". Mississip;i? A She
was# bern in Memtge wry County.
@ Has ghe lived there ALl her 1ife? A Wap, sir.
qf Can ahe speak the Chooctaw lanfuage? A Ne, sir, 6K mot thit 1 knows
af,
What was her father's nume? A Bomey Deans,
Q Did you ever mee him? A ¥e llr., I never Ald sse him.
Q How long has he » on doad? A He's bewan wend about tweniy six
or ssven years, 1 r ecken,
::: Are suwre he was & ful bleed Cheotaw? A Yes,sir,full blecd
L] -,

Pl ol el F ¥ el -Fal ¥l Pl el oF -
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Iillie Tott, et al., 2,

% How do you know he was® A ITe waa in tha Chootaw line,
OChoataw what? A In the Choo taw land; he oome from Wississippi.
§@ The Choetaw land? A Yom, sir,
What do you nean by shat? A My mother said he was a Clootaw; thath
at he anlwnys taught her, and she told me,
Did he ever have any other name besides Roney Dean? A Wo, mir,
not thut 1 knows of,
Whers 4id he 1ive? A Whare did 1o 1ive?
Yen? A We ptayod in Holly Eprlrﬂi. .
How long did he stay here? A 1l hies days, 1 roakon.
Waa ha horn there? A 1 don't Kqow, air, whothar ha war or not.
Do you know the nama of aither one ef ﬁl- aranta® A No, air,
¥hat'®s your huaband's ~ama® A  Rohart Tott,
Hae he any Chootaw hlood? A Wo, air.
You make 1o claim for him then$ A Wo, nir,
How many ahildren have you living? A We?
Yes? A Four,
What are thedr names and ages? A 1 couldn't tell éxactly the
(TH
Ar nenr ao you omn tell them. What's tha oldest ona®™ A Annie
eo, four years old.
Fext? A Robert TLeo, three years old.
The next is what? A Dorinda, S.o's tw years old.
Waxt on# ip whnt® A Tommile Ann.
That's a girl is 17 A Yes, air,
About n venr old? A Yeno llr.
Arc thees ehildren all l1iviaz with you at this time? A Yes, sir,
i Are ther all the childrean of yoursalfl and Robert Lott? A Yes,
T
Q@ Is he the father of all of them? A Yes 6 sir,
}.Tﬂ in Lppll.utinn. then, is feor y:urnﬂ ard four minor schildrean
an, oir,
Q Im your name, or the name of ene of these children, to be found
upen any of the Chogtaw tribal rolls in Indian Te ritery? A 1
didn't ypnderstaond you,
? is your name, or the name of any cne of Lhece children, to be
Adﬂ:ﬂ up:: any of thae Dhoetaw tribal rol'e in lndlan rirrihnryf
o, air,
L Hii mny applioation of wny description ever hoen nada for you
or any of theao ochildren for the purpese of establishing your
rights as Chootaw Indixne? A No, sir,
@ Do vou mppewr before the Comniselon nt this time for the
purpess of glaiming righte in the Chootuw lande in Indian Territory
for yourself and these minor children under the ldth artiels of the
trealy of Daning Rabbit Creck? A What dM you say?
Q@ Do you appear bafore the Commisslen at Lhis time for the purpose
of olaiming righta 1) the Chootaw lands in Indian Territery under
article 14 of the treg y of Imno Rabolt Creak? A Yes, sir,
Q@ Do you mderstand that l4th article of the treaty of Dmeing
Erhg:: urtnk; A Yes, eir. i
any of your ancestors ever co or attempt to o
ite provisions or ever receive any ‘b:- its Iﬂ:th.lt I:'ﬁ:{l""
A That 414 you say?
Q Did any of your sncesturs ever comply or attempt to comply with
its provislons or ever receive any benafits under that article?
A 1 don't know, air,

CROALOLLOBPODOD
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Lillie Bott, ot al., 3.

Md any of them own an improv.amt here In the old Choctaw Ha-
tion, in Waniersippl and Alabama, in the year 1630, her this treaty
of Dand ng Rabbit Creuk, was ratifled? A ¥eo, alr.

dd wny of your wnoentors, = your Choctaw ancestorm, aver live
here in Misnlselpyil and Alabam, at the tire this treaty was made,
sevoniy one yemrs age? A Yem, sir.

What cne of your Cheootaw snoestors lived here at that time?

A My grard father,

¥hat was hie name? A Boney Dean.

Where did he live peventy one years ago? A Beventy one years ajo?
1 dona't know, sir,

q nid any nf vour andestors remove fro. thés eocunbry te the new
country west of the Wilssiesippid Miver at the time the greater por-
ticn of the Choctaw tribe of Indiane moved out there between tie
yesars 1033 ad 18307 A ] doentt know, alr,

@ Did any of them, within eix mon the after Lhe treaty eof Daneing
Rabbit Grenk was ratified, let the ayent of the Government, hore in
Miasimaippl for the Choctawe know Lthat Lthey wanted to stay here in
Mispdamippl amdl Looome oltimenn cf the Binten mnd take land? A 1
don't know, s8ir,

Did any of them evur olalm or recelve wny land here in Missli eippl

em Lhoe Qover ment of the United States under the l4th artiele of
the treaty of Danoin; Rabblt Creak? A Wo, air,
Q@ Did = of them ever ot any monoyfrom the Gover meant® A No, uir,
not that Encwo ol
§ Did you ever hear of any of them evae L ving gotten any lanu from
the governmeant? A Wo, wsir,

In scoordanoe with the provisions of article 14 of the
treaty of Dand ng Rubbit Creek, the Govern-ent ¢f the Unit-
od Btates direcied an u ent here in Miunsissijppl to reglater
the names of such Chootaws as might desire Lo remaln here
wnd beoore ollizune of the Btates and teke lind. The
records of tho DJoveradent mhow that Lhis ageat failed to
register and report to the Govarnseat tliv names of many
Indiane who did in feet lot khim know that they wanted to
stay rers and beooma ocltimens of the States and take land,
and on this svoount, the Qovern ent at its publie lund
sales here in Mipsised, pi, in many instances, svlid land
upen wWhiloh Chootaws lived and ned impr uvmn{- nad whilch
they supposed they would recelve under the l4th artlcle of
the ir . This ocaused u jreat deal of coimplalnt anong
the Indians, and the =atter was finally brought te tae
attention nf gongress, and Congress jassod am Acts betwuen
ihe yours 1837 and 42, pl'ﬂ"r!idin.; Per the l.ipnm-mnl-
of anmluiqnwu te core downm hare to Wisslseip;!l and hear
the cases of Chootaws who claimed that they had complied in
all respects with the provisione of article 14 ¢f the treaty
of Daneing Rabhit Creek, Wit that thelr lund had been sold
by the Joverncent. These comnisaioners were appointed by
8 Prasident of the United Ztates ani they oame down here
to Mississippl between the years 1837 and 1840, and hewrd
A great many of theee Chootaw casen.

Q@ Did mny of vour ancestors appear bcfore any of there commissicners
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Lillie Lott, ot ul., 4.

and attempt to setablish tholr righte under the 1l4th article of the
treaty of Dancing Rabtbit Creck? A 1 don't know, air,

An Acl of Congreca agproved cn the 28rd doy of August, 104y
provided that in oare it #ould be finally dotermined that
6 Ghuotaw had lied in al' respects wi'h the provisions
of artiocle 14 of the treaty ¢f Dancing Rabbit freek, but
that hie land had boen eold by the Governrent, ke should be
entitled to seloat in the place of the land so reld by the
Qovarnment, land some place elae hore in Yiesisaippi, eor

dn Alubuma, Louledana, or Arkansae, from vacant Qovermiant
land, eanl shoeuld bo u{tln a oortiflaats to that affent,
Theas corti “doates wore called porip.

& Pld any of your snosstors evaer in any of this sorip from the
e Mm: ¢f the United Btute: under this Act of Congreses? A WMot that
nows of,
Q@ ™ you know of wny old poreon living who would 1ikely dnow whothaer
any of your cnoestore evar corplied or attergted toe comply with the
provislons of wrticles 14 of tha treaty of Duneing Rabbit Oresk, or
ever recelved wny bem fite thervunder? A No, sir, 1 don't know of any,
“] :E-r.« You Enow of m writien evidence of may kind which would prove
or tend to prove e & stute of faotn? A Mo, air,
§ !l've you any witten evidenon te offer at this time? A No, wsir,
§ Any «ilneuses herc to~day? A 1 hawe one.
What'e Lie name? A Riley Pitiman,
‘l;:.t. %;}Iﬂ-u wgect to prove by him? A Ny grund fathier was a whole
oo taw un,
§ 1s that all? A Yes, 1 reckon that 's all he knows of = about
my mothar wnd me,
Q@ Any fu thor statasents ou want to oake at this time? A No, nir,

1 you should find any other witnesces whose testimeny you
desire to have taken bufore the Commiesion, they may cppear
before ithe Commisnion here at Moridion, Wiseiseipyd, to=
day or tomorrow, or within & reasonable time t.h-rulftir at
the general of flue of the Cormisoicn, in “Muskoges, Indian
Territery, and their testimony will be taken,

Have you any brothers livin f? A Yes, sir,

How muny? A Bix living.

Whal are their names? A Cne amed Amthur Allea.
Next une? A Jimzie

Kext one? A Tommies

Next c¢ne? A Reuben and Grant and Bud,

Have any of them be:n bafore the Comriseicn? A No, sir,
liave you any sisters living? A Yes, efir.

How many? A 1 have got six sisters living.

What are their names? A Fronces,

Next cne? A Mary,

¥Wext cne? A Winnle.

Next onoe? A Louvie,

Next one? A Florida.

PEF = =t el L aF =¥ =¥ =F S el =F -]
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Lillde Lott, et al,, B,

Rext one? A That'e all.
Are they married? A Bonm of them are.
Wiiah ones? A Francems,
What'es her married name? A Jovae,
Next one? A VWary Daniels, the wife of Willis Danielas,
Whai's the name of amnther sieter who e married? A Winnie.
Winnie what? A Pesples, the wife of Pob Peaples,
What's Lhe name of wnother sister married? 1 have ne¢ other
gistor married,
ﬂi I:nv- you mry brother s orf sistera deand? A Have ono brother and ona
mimtar,
Q@ Did eithor of them leave children? A No, sir,
Are any ol your mother's brothes or sisters living? A No, eir,
Ara my of the ahildren of Any of wour mother's brothars or nistars
living? A Wae, air,

Ll siealt o ol ¥ o]

(This ayplieant has the sppearance of being possennssd of
b mixture of neagro afld either white or lndian hlecd, in
which the negre bleood predominates, FMer ka'r 1s gornewl at
inelined to be straigh Bre has the fastures and Taciad
aapreanione of a niurn.i

{Arpliennt exouned, )

Hiley Pittman, huving besn firet called and duly sworn e
a witness in balalf of the above numed applieant , upon his oath
tentifind ns follows:

Examination by the Com:ispion,

What is your name? A Riley Pilttman.
How old ars you? A Pifty ninae,
What's your post of fioe address? A Winona, Mississippi.
How long nave you lived up there? A  Born there,
Lived there all your life§ A Yen, sir,
What's your cocupation? A Furming.
Are you soquainted wilh the aplicant , Lillie Lott? A 1 im with
her father,
& Are {nu agquainted with he? A Yen, nir,
How long have you kmown her? A All har 1ife,
Were you saaquainted with ha mothar? A Yes, sir,
g What was hisr name? A Ballie,
2:1!#- long has Sallie been dead? A 1 don't know, sir, ainst bheon know
th

L=l =F =T = -F =)

her mother ma long Re 1 have been knowing ha., I heen knowing t
# little Girl, Lillie,adl her days,
& How old was Ballie when you met her” A Tha looked 1ike she wan
about furH.
R Whare d she live then? A Fhe lived in Migeiasippi. In Mont-
mery County,
Where did she live befora you =et her? A I con't know, air,
Did yuu know her father? A Yes, sir. 1 been knowing her father

all u{ days,
Q@ Sallie’a fathar you mean? A Wo, sir, I1l'ie's father; 1 didn't
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Tillde Tott, ot al., 6.

know her mether's father at all,
Q@ Den't know whe he wns? A No, sir .,

By Commiculont
That do you expect tc prove by this witnesa?

By O.A.Beadle:
Va eot Lo prove that he knew Lillie's nother and father, and
knev that Tillie 18 posesaced cf Choctaw blood Lhrough them,

By Cermiasnion:
Doee the witness knew wholhuer sny of the wacostors of the appli-
eant ever corplied or attemytod to ccemply with the previsican
of artiole 14 of tie tresty of Dunoing Rabiit Creek

By E.A.Beadle!
No, uwir,

Dy Coromignion:
§ What's the nmme of Lillle's father? A ul:.rfu.
Q@ He has no muntui blend, hu he? A Not as 1 knows of. | supposes -
ke oaye po = 1 don't knowj 1 nevar guecticned him that mueh te ow,
Q Hir Quughtar, Lillle, whe r-a.h appliontion this morning, never
has heard of it, if ke !'nu"‘ It waz hés mother.
& How muak Chootuw hlaocd q.lid her mother, Ballle, huve? A 1 never
id henr her pay how ruch nhe hadj 1 ju:% heard fiar gedng by the name
of Indian Sallie,
& Do ﬂh: know how mugh #he had? A She loocked 1like she might have
aen &
Was ahe i flave? A NWe, sir.
'!'nu don't know where she wan bora® A No, sdr, 1 don't kmow where
@ wae born, When I knew her, why, she llﬂd in Yontgemery County.
q-, You met hor chout twenty rll.rl ago? A About twenty seven yesara

lh- 1ived in Montg omery County from the tinme you met her until
her death? A Yos, slr.

Enﬁh you know what kind of lndimn blovd sic had? A Sho waeld Chootaw
dan Blocd, Thay slways oalled her Indian Ballie,
Q@ This girl here i1s her daughto? A Yes, eir.

(™hin witness 1s & negro of average intelligence.)
R.B.8treit having Yem first duly swoern,ujon hias cath atates
that as lhnn:ﬂphr 1o the Commisaion to the Five Ehilind Tribes,he
"FHT**“ 111 cosedirgs lmd in the above ocausd tn the ldthday of Feb-

that the above and Lfern .Ln,l; ls & full,truy and ocorreot
trnminunn of his stancgraphie n-tn n said ﬁ“ d ate.

lliutlllﬂl- lhil

o E:;u:;lw:n pwern Le b
z""ue/f

Sou thern nllt riet of lilllrkh

By Lﬁﬁﬁ- , Deputy.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
QOMMIASION to the FIVE OIVILIZLD TRIBES.

In the matter of the applieation of Lillie Lott, et ul,,
for identification as Misslssippi Choetaws, M.0.R.4781,

DEC 13108,

It appears from the retord harein that applicetion for
fdentifieation as Miseissippl Choetaws was made to this Commis-
sion by Lillie Lott, for herself and her four mimor ehildren: An-
nis Lee, RMobert lLee, Dorinds and Tommie Anm Lott, under the [fol-
lowing provision of the Aet of Congress, approved June i8, 1808,
S50 Stats,, 488):

"Gald Commimsion shall have authority te detsr-

mine the identity of Chootaw Indiane claimin: v!ﬁ:u

{n the Choctaw lands under Article Fourtssn of t

Troaty between the United States and the Chogtaw ¥a-

tien, coneluded September twenty-seventh, Eightesn
Mundfed and Thirty, and to that end may sdminisie?

10
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oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other acts

:ﬂ::rﬁ Jﬁu':ff' nnd make report to the Secretary

1t also appesra that all of said sppliemntr claim righte
in the Choctaw lands under Article Fourteun of the Treaty batwean
the United States and the Choctaw Hutlen, concluded Heptembe:
teentyessventh, Eightesn Hundred and Thirty, by reason of being
descendants of one Doney Deans, «ho is alleged Lo have beon o
full=bloed Chootuw Indiarn,

it Turther eapoesra {row the evidenes cubmitted Ln support
of sald application and from the records in posgsession ol the
Commimnion that nome of eald applleants lina sver besn snrolled
by the Chootaw triba! authoritice ar s nlnbi_r e tho Choetar
tribe, or adiitied to Choctaw citimenahdp by n duly conmtituted
gourt or committes of the Chootar Fatlien, or hy the Qommiasion te
the Five Uivilized Tribecs, or by 1 Jdegrss of the Imitad States
Court im ndian Territory, under the provisions cf the Act of
Congress approved Jume 10, 1804, (20 “tata., 27). .

1t doen not appear froz the testimony and ovidemep offeied, |
in support of sald applicatlon, or frem the records in the Ilﬂl.llln:l-
glon of tue Commission relating to persona who esomplied or ats
tempted to comply with the provisiens of sald article Fourteen
of the Treaty of Elghtecn Hundred and Thirty, and to persons “ho
haretefore ere claimants thersunder, that the sald Bomey Deans
pigrifisd (In person or by prexy) to Salenel ‘m, Jard, Indian
Agent, Choctaw Agency, an intention to comply with the previsions
of rald Artigle Fourteen, or presented u olaim tc rights there-
under te either of the Commisnions suthorised to adjudisate sush

11

232



L

gla ma by the sets of Congress approved Mareh 3, 1847, (8 Btat,,
160), and Awguet 28, 1644, (b Jeat., 513),

1t ia, tharefore, the "pinion of this Comdesaion that the
evideng® hersin 48 insuffloient s detoruine the Ldeniity of Tillle
Jott, Annis Tar Tott, Rebert Lec Jott, Torinda Lottt wwl Townie
Ann Tett an Choataw Indiann sntitled to rights in the ghoetaw lands
under the rrevisiona of said ariiole fourtea of the tpaty of
elghtern mdred and thirty, amd that the appliention far *hedir
dentifiontion as mah should he refusel, end 1' tn so ardared,

eI Ao T NI MIVR CIVILIZED TS

Waakoges, In‘imm Territery,

AUG 9 1902

12
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M.C,R, 471,
Muscogee, lndian Territory, August 9, 190,

The Homurable,
The Beoretary of the laterieor.
8iry

There is transmitted herewith the resord in the case of
Tillie Lett, et al,, applieants tc the Commission 1!I'«.nl'- ldentifiention
as Missiseippl Chootaws, inoluding the deeision of the Commission of
August 9, 1908,

The Commission has the homcr to report that the prineipal
applioant herein, her atternsy of rescrd, and the atternsys for the
Cheetaw and Chickasaw Nations have “san duly advised by letter of
the sotion of the Commission, copies of said letters being attached
te the record.

Respeotfully,

Tarme Lixby,
Asting Chairman.
Through the
Commiseioner of lndimn Affmire.
1 inolosure,

13
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¥,0,0, 4781,
COPY.

Muskegee, Indian Territery, Auguet 9, 1902,

‘unsfiel , icduPray & Cernlch,
Attorncyes for the Chootaw and Chiokusaw Nations,
Ecutl YeAlester, Indlan Terrdtory.

Jentl o ant

fou are hereby sdvised that on Lhe 9th duy of Au ust LU0E,
the Commimaien to the Jive Civilised Tribes rendured a decirion i
e oase of Lillle Tot , et wl,, uppliounte for identifieaticn o
“dardonippd Cheotuw, g

These njlioetiens werve nade under the proviaton ef the
aot of Temgrec: of June B8, 1098 (30 Stats,, 496) whioh in as Tollows

*finid Comniceion shall ¥ave nutkerity t¢ deternine the
identity of Chootaw ladians cluinin; rights In Lbe Choot w lands un=-
der wrtieoles fourteen of 'he treaty be'waen the United Atutes anid the
Chootnw Nation, conc!uded September twenty=seveath, sightecrn hundred
nd thirty, «nd te that emd ray ndeinieter ulh:s na witmes es

and make

and perform all gther ~ots ascescary ‘herete, reaport to the
feoretury of the lnlericr."

“aid detlulon ceneludes .u follewn?

®"1t la, therefors;, the opinlon of this Commisrien that the
evidence Lerein in ln:urriu{ut toe delarn'‘ne the identity of Til' le
LotL, Annle Lee Lott, I-'hr}&n Lett, Jerince Yottt and Tommie Ann
Lott ns Chootuw Indinne entitled to righte in the Chootaw lunde un=
der the grovisions of said artiele fourtesn of the tresty of el hteen
hundred and thirty, and that the sppliocstion for thedr identiricatlen
as suol sho 1d e refwoed, sud it is ve ordered,”

You wre further advised that the Cemmis: lom hns on this

14
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¥, Ve, & O, #2,

date forwrded the regerd in thi: onse to the fecratary of the ln=

terier for review and yuu will le inferrmes in due tima of muoh
tion me may Yo taxen by him,

Yours truly,

Favie Fixny

teting Chulrman,

wo

15
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V.0,R, 4704,

COPY.

Muckoges, lncian Territory, August ¥, L00L,

As ‘.p Jﬂ‘.l, k.ﬂt'
vuskogen, Iadian Territery,

Denar Bir:

You are herseby advised that on the Pth day of Aujust ivoa,
the Cemmission to the Five Civilised Tribes rendered a declsion in
the ouss of T411ie Tett, ot al,, apylioants for identifiontion as

viseissippl Chootaws,
These sy licutions wera made under LLe previelen of the
sgt of Congress of June 28, 1800 (30 OState,, 4.0) wiick 1o as

fellowe:

*Baid Commiscion shall huve suthoerity to determine theo
identity of Thoetaw lndiann ulnmng rights in the CThoetas landn un=
der artiels fourtron of the treasty tetwcen the Unitod States and tho
Choetaw Yation, soneluded Meptember twenty-seventh, eight en hunared
and thirty, and to that end muy mdninisber catis ne vitnes.es
and perform all othar nebs necessiry therctae, qn& make l'epert Lo Lhe
Georetary of the Intericr.®

faid cecislon conelutes ns followlt

®1t i, thorefore, the opinion of this Cormissicn that Lhe
svidenoe herein s uluﬂu!ut te determine the I.iuHL,; of TAlide
Tott, Annie T.es Lott, Robert Tse Tott, Torind. Telt and Tomsle /na
Lott as Choetaw ladianc smtitled te rL,htu in the Chootaw lunds un~
der the proviasions of sald artiele fourtuven eof lhe 'I-rut{ of nlf.tnun
hundred and thirn' and thut the 1{..1!#';1.!!!1' for their laentifiow
tion e such should be refused, and i. 18 #0 ordered,”

16

237



Ae o 7o #0.

You are further adviesed that the Commissium has on th 8
date forw .rded the regord in this case to the feeretary of the In-
terlor for review und you will be informed in due time of sueh wo=
tion a# muy be taken Ly him,

T“II" y ir L;.r',

Sainc L
Aoting Chairwun,

”’ nhorad,

17
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M.C.E, 4781,

Copy,

Vuskogea, lndiwn Territory, Auguet §, 1100,

B, As Tendle,
Attorney ot Taw,
Jogkeon, Misnisnip i,
Danye EiFI
You we hersly advised Lthat on tha Oth day of Au ust 1002,
tie Comipaicon te *he Five Oivilined Triben Fendered a deoloien In
the case of Ti1lde Tott, ot al,, nypliownte for ldontifieatiom as
visslasdy, 4 Choctawn,
These spplicstions were ~ude under the provision of the
uwot of Congreer of June 28, 1808 (30 Btuts,, 498) wiich is ns
followal

"Sald Commiumlen shall kawe suthority te determine the
identity ef Clcotaw lndiuns nxnlml'a;.rl.‘hil in the Chiotaw lunds un=
Gur wrtlels fourteen of the trestiy twaun the United Btatos and the
Chootaw Kation, concluuew septomber twenty=seventh, eighteen Lundred
knd thlrly, mE ¢ that end may wdeinleter ouwtlin, e umine witposseas
wid parform wll other wols nwvosswwry therete, unl make raport tu the
begretary ol tlue loterier,"”

]

Bald ceelelon concluuem s follews:

"1t 4e, therefore, the cpinicn of this Commiesiun thit the
evidenoce herein I'l. l.nw.tﬂd-ut to determine the iceatity of Tillie
Lett, Annle Tee Loti, koebert Lee Iot!, Dorinds Loti wnd Tesmie Amn
lott ab Chootaw lacians satitled tu riguls io Lhe Chootaw l.ude un-
dor the provisloons of sald wrtiele fourteen of the troaty of elghtesn
hundred and thirty, awl that the 1-;-11:-1:1-- for their identificationm
s such shoulc be relused, and It ls ec ordered,”

18
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B. A, B, #3,
YTou are furtheradvissd that the Comrlassicn ham on this

dates forwirded the reccrd in this case to the Reeretary of the In-
terior for review and you will be informed in éue time of such ae=-
tien um may ba teken by him,

Yours truly,

. Zare Tithy,

Aotin; Chmdrmun,

Registered,

19
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Me0.N, 4781,

SOPY.

Yuskogee, Indian Territory, August 9, 1902,

Lilllie Toth,
Kdlrdchael, 'fosissippl,
Danr ° icami

You wre horety advised Lhit on the 9th day of August 1%0d,
the Owrdne on ‘o the Flve Civillaed Tribes roacered a cedlalen in
the ence of Lillie LotL, ot al,, appiicants [or Jdentificition an
o lsndupd Chootawa,

These ap;lioatien were mude under the provisien of the st
of Congress of Tune 27, 18UE (30 ttate,, 498) wlich is ne fellewst

"Enl. Commriseien shall “suve avthority to Jeter-ine the
ddentity of Cheotaw Indiane olalming right. 40 the Choetaw lan': un=
der artlo' s fourtemm ofthe treaty belween the United Jtates and the
Chootaw Mation, cuwoluded Bepkenb. twenty=seventl, elgitocn hundrec
and thirty, and to that end ay neninister owtun, xamine witnosses
and periorm all other acts mecessury thereto, anll make report te the
deoretar; o the lnterior,®

fal” deodwnien conclucen ws Tellows:

"1t 15, therafore tiw Gjinden of Whie Comis: lon that Le
evicdenge herain :Ir. insufrlolént to determine the identiiy of "illiis
Lety, Anale Tes Tott, Hobert Le« Jove, Durinds Lottt znd ‘orc.le Ann
Tett au Chootaw 1lndisins entitled to rlm.h in the Cheatav lunds wn=
der the provisions of seld arilele fowrteen of the trewty of silghtew
hundred uwna thirty, snd that the apglication for their ldentiriosticr

ad vuok should e refused, and it la de ordered,”

You wre further acvised that the Com dsslcn bes on his

date forw rded the reserd i1 thin cause Lo the degretury of the la=
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Ly L. Yo, &,

terior for review, and you will Le informed in due time of such .o~
tion o may be turen by him,
Yours truly,

Tanse Dixdy,

Aetin, Chalrsaan,

Reyintered,

21
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Cop
Land. IIFMTM’EF THR INTERIOR.
48,291-1902. OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRE.

WABHINGTON. October 7, 1002.

The Honorablae,
The Beoratary of the Intarler.
8ir:

Thera is transmitted, herewith, the record and procerdin@®
had bafors the Commisaion to the Five Civilimed Tribes in the
Misninsiopi Thootaw oame of Lillie Lott, in whioh she makas ap-
plisation for the identification of harself and four mincr chil-
dren, Annie Tae, Robart Bee, Norindn nnd Toemie Ann, an Misaissipn:
Chootaws, and in support of said elaim submits the testimony of
haraslf and that -f Rilpy Pittman from which it appeara tkat sha
elaims her Chootmas blood through har grandfather, Bony (or Renay)
Dean (or Deana).

The witnessas in the cnae g0 not know of any coepliares with
the provisions of articls 14 of the treaty of 1A on the part of

the aanid NDamn or Deana nor do they know of anr patent ever having
been issusd for lands under the provisions of said article and an
exarination of the office records fails to show that any [atent
for land was evar issued to Any one by the name of Dean or Deans
under said ldith artisle of the traaty of 1A% nor is thars Any
uffice record showing that anyperson by that name evercomplied or
attamptad to caply with the provisinns of sald treaty.

The record evidence shows that nome of the applicania are

22
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Qe
Thootaw Indiana of the full hlooed.

The offioea Bherefore considars that the decision of the con-
mission refusing to identify the applicants an Misaissippi Chootaw
Indians on the ground of the insufficisnoy of the svidenos s
gorrect and recommends that the same be approved and affirmed
by the Bapartmant .

VYary reapeotfully,
Your obedisnt servant,
A.C, Tonner,
Aot ing Comlen lonar.
(w. uﬁ’.‘"
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D., 19531-1902 Gopy. RAT.
PRPARTMINT OF THR INTRRIOR.

WABHINGT ON .
ITD.6270-1902, Ootober 17, 1908.

LIH;H L3

Commisnion to the Filve Civilined Tribes,
Muskopen, 1.T.
{lent lamen;

Angust 9, 1002, you transmittad tha record in the matter
of tha applioation for identifiontion of Lillims Lott and her minor
children, Annie Lea, Robert Les, Dorinda and Teemie Ann Tott.

The applicants endeavor %o trace thair descent from
ona Boneay Daans, alleged to hava bean a full bHlood Chootaw Indimn.

Tha resgerd fails to shor that anr ona of the applioanta
was ever admitted or enrolled as a oitimen of tha Chootaw Nat ion,
or that said Ronsy Neana oconmplisd or attempted tn somply with
articls XTIV of the treaty of Beptambar 27, 1A30, or with sither of
the acts of parch 3, 1837 (8 Btat,, 1A0), and Augus® 23, LA4R
(8 Btat,, 513). You refused the asplisntion August 9, 193.

Tha Asting Commdssionar of IndianAffairs recormandn
that your deoision be approved. A copy of his letter of patahar
7 is inclomsed.

24
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Having theroughly considered the sass, the Department
aff irms the decision rendered.
Reapactfully,
(Bigned) Thos. Ryan.
Aoting ﬂlﬂl‘ﬂ:lﬁh

1 inelomuras, .
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M.0.H. 4781

Muskosea, Indian Territory, October 20, 1902,

¥snnfield, Molurray & Cornish,
A tornays for the Chootaw and Chiokasaw Nations,
Routh VoAlaster, Iniimn Tarritory.

Gantlemen:

You are horeby advised that on the 17th day of Ootobar,
1802, tha Seoretury of the Inturior affirmed the deciaien of thims
Cominelon refusing the applioation for ldentirieatlion as Minsie-
slppl Chootaws of the saveral parsons included in the ease of
Lillie Lott, ot al.j of which deoluionm you were ndvised by lotter
en the 9th day of August, 100:,

Respectfully,

w gy 4
- W

Acting Chairman,

26
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¥,0,R, 4781

Muskoges, Tndian Territery, Oecteber 29, 1902,

As ¥, Tonen, Agent,
Munknges, Indian Territéxy.

Dear Sir:

Vou are harsby adviged that en the 17th day of Cotoher,
1800, the Recretary of the Interior affireed the decimion of this
Conminnion refusing the application Tor identifisation ar Yiemis-
sippl Chootaws of *he several parsona included in tha oane eof
I4llie Tott, ot ul.} of which decirion you were Advised by regins-
tared madl on the Sth day of August, 1907,

Raspeotfully,

: hﬂu Chairman,

27
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¥.0.R. 4781

Vuskoroe, Indian Territory, Octeber 20, 1902,

8. A. Beadle,
Attorney at Law,
Jackeson, Wisaniseipi.
Daar 8ir:
You are heroby advised that en the 17th day of Octeber,
190%, the Becretary of the Interier affirmed the deocisien of *his
Co misnion refusing the appliontion ror identifioation an Viesle-
sippl Cheotaws of the several parsons included in the oase of
L4ll4s Tott, ot al.j of which decicien you ware advised ty regis-
tered mail on *he 9th day of Auguet, 1902,
Responotfully,

Aeting Chairman,

28
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K.0.71. 4781

Wuskoges, Irdima Territery, Octoher 20, 1902,

Lillie Lott,

Filmiohael, “ianinsippi.
Doar VYadam:

You ara haraby advisad that on the 17th Aay of Ootehar,
1902, the feoratary of the Interior affirmed the Ascinion of t his
Co-minnion refusing “he applicatlon for identification as Ninalm=
sippd Cheotaws of the ssveral pornons inoluded in thes oase of
Li1l4e Tott, et ml.} of whioh decisien you wera advised by regls-
tared mall on the 9th day of Augumt, 1904.

Raspoctfully,

Aoting Chairman,
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